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The towns, parishes, villages etc. in County Louth, described by Samuel Lewis, 
are as follows: 
 
 
Annagasson 
Ardee 
Ballybarrack 
Ballyboys 
Baronstown [Barronstown] 
Beaulieu 
Bellagan 
Blackrock 
Cappog or Kippogue [Cappoge] 
Carlingford 
Carrick, or Carrickbaggot 
Castle-Bellingham 
Castletown 
Charlestown 
Clogher, or Kilclogher 
Clonkeehan 
Clonkeen 
Clonmore 
Collon 
Creggan 
Darver 
Drogheda 
Dromin 
Dromiskin 
Drumcar 
Drumgoolstown 
Drumshallon 
Dunany 
Dundalk 
Dunleer 
Dysart 
Faughart, or Faugher 
Gernonstown 
Greenmount, or Dromkeath 
Haggardstown 
Heynstown, or Hainstown 
[Haynestown] 
Inniskeen or Enniskeen 

Kene or Caine [Kane] 
Kildemock or Kildernock 
Killaney 
Killincoole 
Kilsaran or Kilsorran 
Louth (county of) 
Louth (parish of) 
Lurgan-green 
Manfieldstown or Mountfieldstown 
Mapastown or Maplestown 
Marllnstown [Marlestown] 
Maine [Mayne] 
Mellifont 
Milestown 
Monasterboice 
Mosstown 
Mullacrew 
Moylary [Mullary] 
Newtown-Drogheda 
Parsonstown 
Port 
Philipstown 
Philipstown 
Philipstown-Nugent 
Rathcor 
Rathdrummin 
Richardstown 
Roach or Roche 
Salterstown 
Shenlish or Shanless [Shanlis] 
Smarmore 
Stabannon 
Stickillen 
Tallanstown 
Termonfechan or Terfechan 
[Termonfeckin] 
Tullyallen or Tulloughallen 
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A Topographical Dictionary of Ireland 
 

County Louth 
 
 
LOUTH (County of), a maritime county of the province of LEINSTER, and 
the smallest in Ireland, bounded on the east by the Irish Sea; on the north, by the 
bay of Carlingford and by the county of Armagh; on the west, by the counties of 
Monaghan and Meath; and on the south by that of Meath. It extends from 53° 
42' to 54° 6' N. Lat., and from 6° 4' to 6° 38' W. Lon.; and comprises, according 
to the Ordnance survey 200,484 statute acres, of which 185,568 acres are cul-
tivated land, and the remaining 14,916 unimproved mountain and bog. It 
contained, in 1821, 101,011 inhabitants, and in 1831, 107,481, exclusively of 
the county of the town of Drogheda, which forms a separate jurisdiction at the 
southern extremity of the county. 
 
It appears from Ptolemy that the present county formed, in his time, part of the 
territory of the Voluntii, which extended southward to that of the Eblani. It was 
subsequently included in the independent sovereignty of Orgial, or Argial, 
called by the English Oriel or Uriel, forming a large part of the province of 
Meath, including also the counties of Armagh and Monaghan. This principality 
is stated to have formed the subordinate territory of Conal Muirthemne, called 
also Hy Conal and Machuire-Conal, in which were the smaller districts of Fera 
Arda, or Fatharta, the present barony of Ferrard; Hy Segan, or Hy Seanghain, 
that of Ardee; Fera Lorg, Lorgan, or Lurgin, that of Lower Dundalk; Hy Mac 
Uais, the country of the Mac Scanlans, that of Upper Dundalk; and Ludha, or 
Lugha, that of Louth, which last was the country of the O'Carrols, chiefs of 
Argial. The last celebrated head of this race was Donchad O'Carrol, king of 
Argial, who founded the two great abbeys of Mellifont and Louth, and was 
likewise a prince of considerable prowess. Argial was conquered by John de 
Courcy, in 1183; and that part of it which is included within the limits of the 
present county of Louth (one of those erected by King John in 1210) being 
immediately peopled with English settlers, it continued ever after to be subject 
to the English jurisdiction; and thus the ancient Argial was divided into Irish 
Argial and English Uriel. The latter, from its situation, being much exposed to 
the incursions of the native chiefs, numerous castles were erected for its 
defence; but nevertheless, in the reign of Edw. II it was overrun and ravaged by 
the Scots under Edward Bruce, who, however, received their final overthrow 
from Sir John Birmingham in this county. 
 
The county of Argial, Lowth, or Louth, was one of the four counties of the pale 
in which, in 1473, a small standing force was appointed to be maintained; and 
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the mayor of Drogheda, Sir Laurence Taaf, and Richard Bellew, were appointed 
commanders of the newly instituted fraternity of arms for the defence of the 
English pale. It was overrun by the insurgent chieftains in the reign of 
Elizabeth, at which time it appears to have formed part of the province of 
Ulster; for in 1596, in the conference held at Faughart between O'Nial and 
O'Donel, on the Irish side, and the archbishop of Cashel and the Earl of 
Ormonde on that, of the English government, the latter proposed that the 
English should retain possession of that part of Ulster situated between the river 
Boyne and Dundalk, in this county, of which they had been in possession for a 
long period, together with the towns of Carrickfergus, Carlingford, and Newry, 
in the more northern parts: but these terms were altogether rejected, and ever 
since, Louth has formed a portion of the province of Leinster. 
 
It is wholly in the diocese of Armagh, except a small portion of two parishes in 
the diocese of Clogher. For purposes of civil jurisdiction it is divided into the 
baronies of Ardee, Ferrard, Louth, Upper Dundalk, and Lower Dundalk, and 
contains the sea-port, borough and market-town of Dundalk; the sea-port and 
disfranchised borough of Carlingford; the disfranchised boroughs of Ardee and 
Dunleer; and the post-towns of Castle-Bellingham, Collon, Louth, Lurgan-
Green, Tallonstown and Flurrybridge: the largest villages are Annaglasson, 
Clogher, and Mullaghcrew. It sent ten members to the Irish parliament, two for 
the county at large and two for each of the boroughs; but at the Union the 
boroughs were all disfranchised, except Dundalk, which sends but one member 
to the Imperial parliament. The election for the county, which continues to 
return two members, takes place at Dundalk. The number of electors registered 
up to the close of Michaelmas Sessions 1836, was 291 £50, 179 £20, and 556 
£10 freeholders; 6 £50 and 32 £20 rentchargers; and 26 £20 and 104 £10 
leaseholders; making a total of 1194 registered voters. The county is included in 
the north-eastern circuit; the assizes are held at Dundalk, where the county 
court-house and prison are built. Quarter sessions are held at Drogheda and 
Dundalk, in January, April, June, and October; and in April and October at 
Ardee, where also there are a court-house and a bridewell. The local 
government is vested in a lieutenant, 8 deputy-lieutenants, and 35 other 
magistrates, together with the usual county officers, including two coroners. 
There are 26 constabulary police stations, having in the whole a force of an 
inspector, paymaster, three chief and 26 sub-constables, and 108 men, with 4 
horses. There are also 14 stations of the peace preservation police, which 
consists of a chief magistrate, 3 officers, 21 constables, and 70 men. The 
District Lunatic Asylum is in Dublin; the County Hospital, at Dundalk, was 
built in 1834, and is considered to be among the most complete in Ireland, both 
as regards the structure and the internal arrangements; there are dispensaries at 
Ardee, Ballymascanlan, Castle-Bellingham, Collon, Dunleer, Louth, and 
Termonfechan. The amount of Grand Jury presentments for 1835 was 
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£11,247.2.8., of which £157. 18. 8. was for the roads, bridges, &c., of the 
county at large; £2591. 15. 11. for the roads, bridges, &c., of the several 
baronies; £4509. 6. 10. for public buildings, charities, officers' salaries, and 
incidents; and £3988. 1. 3. for the police. In military arrangements the county is 
included in the South-Eastern district, with the exception of the town of 
Dundalk, which is in the Northern; in the same town is the only barrack within 
the county, adapted for 25 officers, 513 men, and 320 horses. Along the coast 
are five stations of the revenue police, respectively at Greenore Point, Omeath, 
Cooley Point, Soldiers' Point, Dunany Point, and Clogher Head, which form the 
Dundalk district, in which there are one inspecting commander, five officers, 
and forty men. 
 
This county, although the smallest in Ireland, presents several distinguishing 
features as to its scenery and soil worthy of attention. The southern districts are 
level, varied by gently swelling elevations, in a state of high cultivation, and 
interspersed with thriving plantations: to the north the surface rises into the lofty 
group of the Ravensdale, Cooley, and Carlingford mountains. The coast from 
the mouth of the Boyne, which is the southern extremity of the county, presents 
a broad level strand, stretching northward for several miles to the boldly 
projecting promontory of Clogher head, at the foot of which is the village of the 
same name, with a natural harbour that affords shelter to a few fishing yawls. 
Thence to Dunany head is a sandy bay, in which are a few reefs, covered at high 
water, but at ebb tide having a dry strand for half a mile beyond them. Dunany 
point is the southern extremity of Dundalk bay, which sweeps round into the 
land in a semicircular form, having the harbour and town of Dundalk in its most 
inland point, and terminating northwards at Cooley point. The southern and 
western shores of this fine bay, the mouth of which extends seven miles from 
point to point, and which measures the same distance in depth to the entrance to 
Dundalk harbour, are of the same character as those already noticed, broad, 
shallow, and skirted with a line of low land rising gradually into slight 
elevations, clothed with verdure and trees. The northern side of the bay is of a 
character totally different. Here the mountains rise boldly from the water's edge, 
covered in their lower parts with wood, but above denuded and heathy. This 
mountainous tract forms a peninsula that separates the bay of Dundalk from that 
of Carlingford, which forms the northern boundary of the county. Its character 
is totally different from that of Dundalk bay; it is long and narrow, extending 
nearly nine miles inland to Narrow water, which is the entrance to Newry 
harbour, with an average breadth of 1½ mile, and bordered on both sides by 
lofty eminences, on the south by the mountain group already described, on the 
north by those of Mourne, in the county of Down, which are among the highest 
in Ireland. Both these bays are considered as unsafe for shipping, that of Dun-
dalk from its shoals, that of Carlingford from the sudden and violent flaws of 
wind that sweep along it from the surrounding cliffs. Fish of many kinds are 
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caught in great numbers off the shores of this county: the most common species 
are turbot, cod, haddock, plaice, ling, and herring. There is an oyster fishery in 
Carlingford bay, the oysters of which are in the highest estimation for their 
superior flavour, and are sent in large quantities to Dublin and other towns 
along the coast. The soil in the flat parts is suitable to every kind of agricultural 
produce, being a rich vegetable mould, based on marl, limestone, or clay-slate. 
Northwards it gradually deteriorates, until, on approaching the summits of the 
mountains, the only vegetable productions are heath and the coarsest grasses. 
The best land is about Ardee and Louth; there are also extensive tracts of rich 
soil at Tallonstown, Dundalk, and Castle-Bellingham. 
 
Louth may be said to be altogether an agricultural county. Much of the land is 
under pasture, but every description of grain is extensively cultivated. The best 
wheat districts are those of Ardee and Cooley: the best barley is grown in the 
neighbourhood of the town of Louth. The Chevalier barley has been lately 
introduced with the greatest success, having been found better adapted to the 
soil than any hitherto raised. Flax is also grown in large quantities, principally 
for the supply of the spinners of Leeds, Bolton, and other manufacturing towns 
in England. Every kind of green crop is raised by the large farmers. Lime is the 
usual manure, except in the vicinity of the coast, where sea sand and weed are 
used; a compost of lime, earth, and bog mould is found to be very beneficial; 
the produce of the farm-yard is exclusively preserved for the potato crop. The 
breeds of every kind of cattle have been introduced under the sanction of the 
Castle-Bellingham Agricultural Association. Considerable numbers of horned 
cattle and sheep are purchased at the Ballinasloe fair to be fattened here. The 
native stock of the latter, when crossed by the New Leicester, is found to be 
very superior both as to fleece and mutton. Pigs are numerous throughout every 
part: there is scarcely a farmer or cottier who is not more or less a dealer in 
them: the Berkshire and the Chinese breeds are most esteemed. The horses are 
of a light and active description, well adapted for country work; the saddle 
horses are generally brought in by dealers from other counties. The agricultural 
implements are of the most improved kind, except in the mountain districts, 
where those of the old construction are still used in many places. Much of the 
land is cultivated by the spade; and even where the plough is used, the land is 
afterwards carefully trenched with it: the old solid-wheeled car has been laid 
aside, and a light, well-constructed single horse cart supplies its place. Irrigation 
and draining are better understood here than in any of the adjoining counties. 
The fences are generally quickset hedges, although the broad bank of earth or 
sods and the dry stonewall are to be met with in some parts. The extensive 
forests so frequently mentioned in the wars of the sixteenth century have 
entirely disappeared, and the only traces remaining of them are some scattered 
under woods near the bases of the mountains. The principal ornamental 
plantations are those at Collon, Ravensdale, Barmeath, and Dundalk: there are 
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smaller plantations round Bellurgan, Cooleystown, Clermont, Louth Hall, 
Townley Hall, and Termonfechan. The wastelands comprise an extent of nearly 
15,000 acres, chiefly in the more elevated parts of the northern group of moun-
tains. A small and hardy breed of sheep and some young cattle are grazed on 
them. They also contain some patches of bog, the turf of which is carried down 
into the low country for fuel. Coal is imported in considerable quantities from 
the British coast, particularly for the use of the inhabitants of the larger towns. 
 
The geology of this portion of the island is very simple. The Ravensdale and 
Carlingford mountains, in the north are dependent on the Mourne mountains, 
and, like them, are composed chiefly of granite. Hornblende and primitive 
greenstone abound on the skirts of this granitic district, and to these succeed 
exterior chains of transition rocks. The rest of the county is chiefly occupied by 
clay-slate, except where limestone occurs in detached districts, as in the 
neighbourhood of Ardee, Killyner, and Mell. An extensive limestone field 
stretches from Shanlis towards Louth; another rises very abruptly near Collon. 
Blue limestone occurs near Carnabeg and Killin. Near Castletown there is a 
very pure red limestone, which appears to be the southern termination of the 
Armagh field; none other of the same character having been found anywhere 
except at Castleespie, in Down county. Other detached beds of this rock are 
worked in various parts of the country for agricultural purposes and for 
building. The line of demarcation between the granite and transition rocks is 
very clearly defined. Commencing at Carlingford, it crosses the Ravensdale and 
Cooley mountains and enters Armagh county at Myra Castle, whence it is 
traceable into the mountains of Forkhill: the new red sandstone is to be 
perceived only in a few places. Lead ore has been found in thin veins near the 
junction of the granite and transition rocks; and detached nodules have been 
found near Ardee, and in the bed of the Flurry river. Oxyde of manganese and 
impure ironstone have been discovered near Clogher head, and iron pyrites near 
Mount Ash and Ring Castle. The remains of iron-works are often found on the 
hills. The manufacture of sheetings and other kinds of coarser linen cloth is 
carried on in the neighbourhood of Drogheda to a considerable extent, and there 
are large bleach-greens at Ravensdale and Collon. A pin-manufactory, esta-
blished in Dundalk in 1836, gives employment to upwards of 600 persons; 
another of the same description is in course of erection in the town of Louth. 
There is an iron and brass foundry in the former of those towns, the castings of 
which are held in high estimation. At Dundalk and some other places there are 
extensive distilleries and breweries: the character of the ale of Castle--
Bellingham has long stood very high. Flax-mills are to be seen on all the 
smaller rivers, and there are several large and very powerful flour and meal 
mills throughout the county. There are three places of export for the agricultural 
and manufacturing produce, Newry in the north, Drogheda in the south, and 
Dundalk midway between the two; but the trade of the last-named place is 
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somewhat impeded by the shallowness of the harbour, which prevents vessels of 
large burden coming up to the quay, except at spring tides. 
 
All the rivers which pass through the interior of the county are small. Of these, 
the Flurry, Stranarn, Cully, and Creaghan rise in the county of Armagh, and 
flow eastward into the bay of Dundalk. The Fane has its source in the beautiful 
lake of Castle Blaney, in Monaghan, and flowing south to Candleford, turns 
eastward, and, passing by Ring Castle, Grange, and Clermont, falls into the 
same bay at Lurgan Green. The Lagan water, which rises near Carrickmacross, 
in the county of Monaghan, enters Louth near Killany, and, having joined the 
Glyde, divides the county into two nearly equal portions, and falls into the sea 
below Castle-Bellingham. The Dee rises near Drumconrath, in Meath county, 
and, passing through the rich vale of Ardee, meets the White river near Poe's-
court, and falls into the sea close to the mouth of the Lagan. Several minor 
streams rise in the interior: they all flow eastward, and contribute much to the 
fertility of the tracts they irrigate, and to the beauty and freshness of the 
surrounding scenery. The estuaries of the Boyne and of the Newry water form 
the extreme boundaries of the county to the south and north. The roads are very 
numerous, well made, and kept in excellent repair. The proposed great northern 
railway from Dublin to Armagh is intended to pass through this county from 
south to north; another, to be called the western line, is designed to be carried 
from Dundalk bay to the county of Monaghan. 
 
The remains of antiquity are extremely numerous and varied. The Druidical 
relics at Ballrighan and Carrick-Edmond comprise circles, detached stones and 
cairns; there are the remains of a Druidical temple on the plains of 
Ballinahatney, near Dundalk; circles and a cromlech on Killin hill, a fine 
cromlech at Ballymascanlan, and a large cairn on Carrick-Brant. At Ballrighan 
was also discovered a curious artificial cave; and near Killin hill is the 
extraordinary fort called Faghs na ain eighe, or "the one night's work." The 
most ancient mounds appear to be the ordinary tumuli, such as are seen between 
Dundalk and Drogheda, in which latter vicinity is a very celebrated structure at 
Grange. Next are those encompassed with a deep trench, and generally met with 
in the neighbourhood of some old castle or place of note, such as those of Castle 
Guard at Ardee, Greencastle, near Castle-Bellingham, and at Killany. Some 
mounts have a square redoubt, or other works, attached to the main encircling 
trench, as at Castletown. Besides those above mentioned, the places where camp 
of different kinds occur are, near Ballinahatney plain; Mount Albani, about two 
miles from Dundalk; Rosskugh, near Carrick-Brant, on the banks of the 
Dundugan river; Mount Ash, near Louth; a Danish fort near Dunleer; another at 
Castletown, near Dundalk; a round fort at Louth; Castle Ring, near the same 
place; Faughart, to the north of Dundalk, Mount Bagnal, and a Danish fort near 
Castle-Bellingham. A fine round tower is still standing at Monasterboice, and 
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part of another at Dromiskin. The number of religious houses that have existed 
in the county is no less than 23: there are still remains of those of Carlingford, 
where the ruined buildings are very interesting; Faughart, where the vestiges 
consist merely of St. Bridget's stone and pillar; Mellifont, the abbey of which 
place was very sumptuous, and its ruins are still curious; and Monasterboice, 
where there are two crosses, one of which, called St. Boyne's, is one of the 
largest, most ancient, and richly decorated in Ireland. Of the numerous ancient 
castles, there are remains of those of Haynstown (three miles from Dundalk), 
Miltown, Killincool, Darvor, Carlingford, Castle Roche, Dungooly, Rood's-
town, Ballug (near the northern shore of Dundalk Bay), Dunmahan, Glass-Pistol 
(near Termonfechan), Clonmore, Rath (three miles from Carlingford), Ardee, 
Termonfechan, Ballrighan (two miles west of Dundalk), and Castletown. All of 
these, together with the modem mansions of the nobility and gentry, are more 
particularly described in their respective parishes. A great number of ornaments 
of pure gold, swords, spears, axes of bronze, and other relics of antiquity, have 
been found in various places; and in the summer of 1835 a very large head 
ornament and fibula of pure gold were found near Monasterboice. Sir John 
Birmingham, in reward of his victory over the Scottish army near Dundalk, in 
the reign of Edw. II, was created Earl of Louth; but being shortly after slain in 
an insurrection of his own people in this county, the title became extinct. In 
1541, however, Hen. VIII created Sir Oliver Plunkett, Baron Louth, which title 
is at present enjoyed by his descendants. Oriel, the ancient name of the district, 
gives the title of Baron to Viscount Ferrard of Collon. 
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ANNAGASSON, a village, in the parish of DRUMCAR, barony of ARDEE, 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 8 miles (S.) from Dundalk; 
containing 235 inhabitants. This place is situated on a pleasant beach, forming 
part of Dundalk bay; it comprises 38 houses, which are neatly built, and the 
handsome residence of Robert Thompson, Esq., who has some extensive mills, 
and is proprietor of the shipping, which afford employment to the inhabitants. 
The river Drumcar abounds with salmon and trout, and is here crossed by a 
substantial bridge. There is a beautiful drive along the sea-side to Dundalk, and 
to Clogher Head, where regattas are annually held; and the view of the bay and 
the sea, with steam-boats and other craft daily passing and repassing, give an air 
of cheerfulness to the place. The principal import is coal for the supply of the 
neighbourhood. Fairs are held on March 17th, May 7th, July 22nd, and Nov. 8th. - 
See DRUMCAR. 
 
 
ARDEE, an incorporated market and post-town, and a parish, in the barony of 
ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 10 miles (S.W. by S.) 
from Dundalk, and 34½ miles (N.N.W.) from Dublin; containing 6181 
inhabitants, of which number, 3975 are in the town. This place, anciently called 
Atherdee or Athirdee, derives its name from its situation on the river Dee. 
Though a town of great antiquity, it was chiefly indebted for its former 
prosperity and importance to Roger de Pippart, one of the English adventurers, 
who became lord of the surrounding territory, and erected a strong castle here, 
about the beginning of the thirteenth century. In the year 1207 he also founded a 
hospital for Crouched friars of the order of St. Augustine, dedicated to St. John, 
and endowed it with a caracute of land, to which he afterwards added two more, 
and other gifts. Eugene, Archbishop of Armagh, who died in 1215, confirmed 
the charter of this establishment, and granted it the privilege of electing its own 
prior, and it attained an eminent degree of wealth and importance. A Carmelite 
friary was also founded at an early period, to which Ralph de Pippart, in the 
reign of Edw. I., granted certain endowments out of his manor of Ardee, and its 
revenues were further augmented by several of the inhabitants. During the 
invasion of Edward Bruce, who laid waste much of the surrounding country, 
many of the inhabitants assembled for protection in this friary, which was 
attacked by a party of Scots and Irish under his command, and reduced to ashes. 
John de Bermingham, after repelling these invaders, was created Earl of Louth, 
and had a grant of the manor, but was soon afterwards killed in an insurrection 
of his own people. In 1538, the town was burnt by O'Nial and his associates; 
and ill the following year George Dowdall, the last prior of the Augustine 
monastery, surrendered that house with all its possessions in lands and 
advowsons, and was allowed a pension of £20 sterling until he should obtain 
some ecclesiastical preferment. Having been appointed to the archbishoprick of 
Armagh, he received a grant for life of the monastery and its appurtenances, in 



 

 13 

1554; and in 1612 its possessions in and near the town were granted, by Jas. I., 
to Sir Garret Moore, who also subsequently received a grant of the remainder. 
On the breaking out of hostilities in 1641, Sir Phelim O'Nial obtained 
possession of the town, which thence became the head-quarters of the Irish 
army; but Sir Henry Tichborne advanced against it in the same year, with his 
small force from Drogheda, and retook the town and castle, in which a garrison 
was then placed. At a subsequent period the Marquess of Ormonde issued 
orders to the garrison to destroy the town, which, from their neglect or 
disobedience of his commands, afterwards fell into the hands of Cromwell. Jas. 
II., after leaving Dundalk, retired with his army to this place; but on the 
approach of William's forces, previously to the battle of the Boyne, retreated to 
Drogheda. 
 
The town is situated in a very fertile corn district, and consists of one principal 
street, with lanes branching from it; many of the houses are of respectable 
appearance. Turf is brought for the supply of the inhabitants from a large bog 
about 1½ mile to the west, by means of a branch of the river Dee, which has 
been made navigable for boats. Malting is extensively carried on; and there are 
a corn-mill and a corn and. flourmill. The market is held on Tuesday and is well 
supplied: a meat market, or shambles, was erected by the corporation in 1796, 
which cost about £600; and a corn market about the year 1710, at an expense of 
nearly £2000, for each of which they pay a ground rent of about £10 per annum. 
Fairs, of which four are held under the charter of Queen Anne (in confirmation 
and extension of a patent of Chas. II. in 1681), and three were granted by patent 
of Geo. III. in 1819, are held on March 1st, April 10th, June 6th, July 8th, Aug. 
20th  Oct. 23rd (a large fair for sheep), and Dec. 17th  principally for live stock, 
on a plot of ground which has been enclosed at a considerable expense by the 
corporation. The tolls were granted by charter to the corporation, who, 
previously to 1823, claimed the right of levying toll not only at the market and 
fairs, but also toll thorough and pontage; but after considerable resistance, 
accompanied by riot and disorder, their claim to the latter was negatived at the 
Dundalk assizes in that year; and the payment of the former has been since also 
resisted, but their right has been confirmed by the assistant barrister for the 
county. Here is a chief station of the constabulary police. 
 
A corporation is first mentioned in a charter of the 51st of Edw. III. (1377), as 
set forth in a charter of inspeximus and confirmation of the 3rd of Rich. II., 
under the style of "the Provosts (or Portreeves) and Commonalty of the town of 
Athirde;" and certain customs on goods for sale were granted to them for a term 
of ten years, and confirmed by succeeding monarchs, in aid of enclosing the 
town with a stone wall and paving the streets. A charter of the 1st of Hen. V. 
(1414), granted cognizance of all pleas, real and personal, and jurisdiction of 
assize, with return of writs and other important privileges, within the town and 
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precincts; and by a statute in the 33rd of Hen. VI., confirmed by another in the 
following year, it was enacted that the portreeves should be justices of the 
peace. The present governing charter was granted in the 11th of Queen Anne, 
1713; under it the corporation is styled "the Portreeve, Burgesses, and 
Commons of the Corporation of Atherdee;" and consists of the portreeve, 23 
other burgessses, and an unlimited number of freemen, assisted by a town-clerk, 
constable, two serjeants-at-mace, and other inferior officers: there is also a 
select body composed of the portreeve, six burgesses, and six common council 
freemen. The portreeve is elected annually out of the burgesses on the 23rd of 
April, by the portreeve, burgesses, and freemen, and is sworn in on Sept. 29th; 
the burgesses are elected for life out of the freemen, by the corporation at large; 
the freemen are created by nomination of the common council and subsequent 
election of the corporation at large; and the members of the common council are 
created for life in the same manner as the burgesses. The borough returned to 
the Irish parliament two members, elected by the burgesses and freemen, until 
the Union, when, of the £15,000 awarded as compensation for the abolition of 
the elective franchise, one-half was paid to Wm. Ruxton, Esq., and the 
remainder to Chas. and Wm. Parkinson Ruxton, Esqrs. The portreeve under the 
charter is a justice of the peace, coroner, and clerk of the market; but, being 
usually a justice of peace for the county, and the local courts having fallen into 
disuse, these peculiar functions are little exercised, and the corporation is now 
little more than nominal. The county quarter sessions for the division of Ardee 
are held here in January and June; and petty sessions are held every Wednesday, 
at which the portreeve and county magistrates preside. The old castle is now 
used as a. court-house; and attached to it is a well-regulated county bridewell of 
modern erection. The revenue of the corporation is derived from rents of lands 
and tolls, and amounts to about £135 per annum. 
 
The parish comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 4884½ statute acres. 
With the exception of about 300 acres of bog, it is principally under tillage; the 
soil is very fertile, and the system of agriculture much improved. It contains 
several quarries of limestone and greenstone. The surrounding scenery has been 
much improved by extensive planting. Ardee House is the seat of Mrs. Ruxton, 
and Red House, that of W. Parkinson Ruxton, Esq; a handsome demesne is 
attached to each. The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, to which 
the rectory of Kildemock was united by act of council in 1700, and 
subsequently the vicarages of Shenlis, Smarmore, and Stickillen episcopally, 
forming the union of Ardee, in the patronage of the Lord Primate: the rectory is 
impropriate in Viscount Ferrard. The tithes amount to £392. 13. 11., the whole 
of which is payable to the impropriator, who allows a stipend to the incumbent, 
who, besides a glebe-house and 40 plantation acres of glebe, valued at £120 per 
ann., at Kildemock (nearly in the centre of the union), has a glebe in this parish 
comprising 104 plantation acres and valued at £391. 11. 5. per ann., fifteen 
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tenements in the town let for £107. 2. 2. per ann., and half an acre in Stickillen 
of the annual value of £1. 10. The gross annual value of the benefice, tithe and 
glebe inclusive, is £842.13. 7. The church, which was formerly that of the 
Augustine monastery, is an ancient and spacious structure, supposed to have 
been built in 1208, and still in good repair. The R.C. district comprises the 
Protestant union and the parish of Maplestown in addition, and contains two 
chapels, situated at Ardee and Kildemock: the former stands at the entrance to 
the town from the south, and was built in 1829; it is a handsome and 
commodious edifice faced with hewn stone, 100 feet long by 56 broad, with a 
gallery extending round three sides of it. 
 
There are two schools for both sexes on the foundation of Erasmus Smith: the 
boys' school-room was built in 1806, and the girls' in 1817, at a total expense of 
£600, of which the corporation contributed £450 and about three roods of the 
fair green as a site, and W. P. Ruxton, Esq., £150. There are seven private pay 
schools, also a dispensary and a savings' bank. Of the Augustine monastery, 
with the exception of the church, only the eastern wall of the belfry at the west 
end, and an adjoining cell on the north are remaining; and of the Carmelite 
friary there are no vestiges. Near the church are the remains of an old college, 
which have been converted into a thatched dwelling. The ancient castle, situated 
in the middle of the town, and now used as a court-house and gaol, is of 
quadrangular form, with a high roof and a rudely pointed gateway; the east and 
west fronts are defended by projecting towers, which rise above the rest of the 
building. In the centre of the town is also another ancient castle, which has long 
been in the possession of the Hatch family; it was granted by Cromwell to 
Williams, one of their ancestors, and has been recently fitted up as a handsome 
dwelling by W. Hatch, Esq., the present proprietor; it is defended by embrasures 
and a tower on the east side, on which have been placed two four-pounders, by 
permission of the lord-lieutenant and council in 1828. Close to the town is a 
fortified mount of great magnitude, anciently called Gnuc na Scanghairn, and 
the seat of the chiefs of the district. The Earl of Meath enjoys the inferior title of 
Baron Brabazon, of Ardee, by which his ancestor, Sir Edward Brabazon, was 
elevated to the peerage of Ireland, in 1616. 
 
 
BALLYBARRACK, a parish, in the barony of UPPER DUNDALK, county 
of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1½ mile (S.S.W.) from Dundalk, on 
the road to Ardee; containing 444 inhabitants. It comprises, according to the 
Ordnance survey, 1018¼ statute acres; the lands are principally under tillage, 
and there is neither bog nor waste. It is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and 
wholly impropriate in P. Coleman, Esq: the tithes amount to: £186. 2. 6. There 
is no church nor any provision for the cure of souls. In the R.C. divisions it is in 
the union or district of Kilcurley, or Haggardstown, where the chapels are 



 

 16 

situated. There is a hedge school, in which are about 50 boys and 20 girls. 
 
BALLYBOYS, in the barony of LOWER DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, 
and province of LEINSTER, on the north side of the bay of Dundalk; the 
population is returned with Ballymascanlan. It comprises, according to the 
Ordnance survey, 1435½ statute acres, and contains within its limits Bellurgan 
Park, the seat of E. Tipping, Esq., in which is a picturesque eminence com-
manding views of a bold and striking character. In the R.C. divisions it forms a 
separate district, called "The Lordship;" the chapel is situated near the bay, on 
the road to Riverstown. 
 
 
BALLYMAKENNY, a parish, partly in the barony of FERRARD, county of 
LOUTH, but chiefly in the county of the town of DROGHEDA, and province of 
LEINSTER, 2½ miles (N.) from Drogheda; containing 563 inhabitants. This 
parish is situated on the road from Drogheda to Annagasson, and comprises, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 1592¼ statute acres, of which 848¼ are in 
the county of the town of Drogheda; 860 acres are applotted under the tithe act. 
Listoke, the residence of Lieu-Col. Battersby, is a handsome mansion pleasantly 
situated. The living is a perpetual curacy, in the diocese of Armagh, erected in 
1785, and in the patronage of the Lord Primate; the rectory is appropriate to the 
see. The tithes amount to £131. 5., which is wholly payable to the perpetual 
curate, the Primate being only nominally rector, and deriving no emolument 
from the appropriation. The church is a handsome modern edifice with a spire, 
for the repair of which the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have lately granted 
£123. 12. 10. The glebe-house is situated near the church: the glebe comprises 
22a. 3r. 2p. In the R.C. divisions the parish is one of the three that constitute the 
union or district of Moylary, also called Ballymakenny. There is a school 
affording instruction to about 45 boys and 12 girls. 
 
 
BALLYMASCANLON, a parish, in the barony of LOWER DUNDALK, 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2 miles (N.E.) from Dundalk; 
containing 6339 inhabitants. This parish derives its name from the sept of the 
Scanlons, its ancient proprietors: it is situated on the northern shore of the bay 
of Dundalk, and on the high road from Dublin to Belfast; a good road from 
Carlingford to Newry also passes through it. The lordship formerly belonged to 
Mellifont abbey, on the dissolution of which it was granted to the Moores, 
ancestors of the Marquess of Drogheda, by whom it was sold to the family of 
Fortescue, and is now the property of T. Fortescue, Esq. It comprises, according 
to the Ordnance survey, 15,997½ statute acres, including 177¼ in the detached 
townland of Kilcurry. In the eastern part of the parish is a range of heathy 



 

 17 

mountains not designated by any general name, but of which one is called 
Carriquit, extending 7½ miles in a direction nearly from north to south; in 
summer they afford tolerable pasturage, and from the chalybeate properties of 
the springs which issue from them are supposed to contain iron ore. The western 
part is much improved by extensive plantations, and the scenery throughout is 
highly picturesque. The south and east portions form part of the shore of the 
bay, off which are taken fish of all kinds, more especially flat fish. Agriculture 
is in an advanced state; the land in some parts yields fine crops of wheat, barley, 
oats, and potatoes. Limestone abounds and is quarried for building and also to 
be burnt into lime for manure. The manufacture of linen is carried on to a 
limited extent: there are some bleaching establishments on the banks of the 
Flurry, the principal of which belong to R. Benison, Esq., who has also recently 
erected a flax-mill, and R. Thomson, Esq. At Ballymascanlon are corn-mills, the 
property of J. W. Mac Neale, Esq.; and there are other oatmeal and flourmills, 
and a manufactory for edge tools, at Ravensdale. The principal seats are 
Ravensdale Park, the residence of T. Fortescue, Esq., a handsome mansion 
situated in an extensive and beautiful demesne, with a well-stocked deer park; 
and Ballymascanlon House, of J. Wolfe Mac Neale, Esq. There are also many 
other genteel residences, namely, Annaverna, the seat of the late Baron 
McClelland, and now the residence of his widow; Strandfield, of J. Moore, 
Esq.; Mount Pleasant, of J. Mac Neale, Esq.; in Ravensdale, the residences of R. 
Benison, R. Thomson, A. H. Rutherford, and B. Thomson. Esqrs; 
Aughnaskeagh, of J. Black, Esq; Claret Rock, of T. McGrath, Esq; the Cottage, 
of Mrs. Rogers; the Villa, of Mrs. Skelton; Brohatna Lodge, he property of H. 
R. Brush, Esq; and the glebe-house, the residence of the Rev. H. T. Hobson, the 
incumbent. 
 
The living is an impropriate curacy, in the diocese of Armagh, and in the 
patronage of T. Fortescue, Esq., impropriator of the rectory. The parish, having 
formerly been abbey land, is tithe-free, and the lord of the manor pays to the 
incumbent out of the impropriation an annual stipend of £20, which is 
augmented with a grant of £73. 12. per ann. from Primate Boulter's fund. The 
church is a plain structure with a tower, partially built in 1819 by a loan of £550 
from the late Board of First Fruits, and repaired in 1836 by a grant of £256 from 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners: it contains three handsome monuments, one 
to the memory of the late Baron McClelland, and the others to the Rev. Dennis 
Magrath and the Rev. Owen Ormsby, late incumbents; that to the latter was 
erected by subscription among the Protestant parishioners. The glebe-house is 
situated on a glebe of 20 acres, about 2¼ miles from the church. In the R.C. 
divisions this parish is included in the union or district of Faughart, and has 
three chapels, of which one, situated at Rock Marshall, is a neat and spacious 
edifice, built on ground given by Mr. Fortescue. There is a place of worship for 
Presbyterians in connection with the Synod of Ulster. The parochial school is 
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aided by an annual donation from the impropriator; there are two other schools 
aided by private subscriptions and two R.C. schools are about to be placed 
under the National Board of Education: there are also six private pay schools in 
the parish, and a dispensary. Here is a cromlech of three upright stones 
supporting a massive tabular stone, about 12 feet long and 9 broad, and com-
puted to weigh more than 30 tons: it is vulgarly called the Giant's Load, from a 
tradition that it was brought to the place by a giant named Porrah Baugh Mac 
Shaggcan. Near it, in the same field, is a rath called Chillo Ca Larc, said to be 
the burial-place of Mac Scanlon, chief of that sept in the tenth century. There 
are some remains of the ancient castle of Ballymascanlon; also of an old church 
on Faughart Hill, with a cemetery adjoining, in which is a large stone said by 
tradition to point out the grave of Edward Bruce, brother to the Scottish king: 
there are likewise several Danish raths on this hill. Mount Bagnall, at the 
eastern extremity of the parish, is all artificial eminence occupying a very 
romantic situation near the precipitous banks of the river, and is supposed to be 
of Danish origin. In the same vicinity is the old mansion of Piedmont, formerly 
the residence of the Balfours. 
 
 
BARONSTOWN [BARRONSTOWN], a parish, in the barony of 
UPPER DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 4 miles 
(W.N.W.) from Dundalk; containing 1012 inhabitants. It is situated on the 
turnpike road from Dundalk, by Castle-Blayney, to Monaghan, and comprises, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 2208½ statute acres. The lands are nearly all 
arable and pasture; the soil is fertile, and the system of agriculture has been 
greatly improved; there is very little wasteland, and not more bog than is 
sufficient to supply the inhabitants with fuel. Derefalone, the seat of G. 
McGusty, Esq., is in this parish. The living is a rectory, in the diocese of 
Armagh, with the curacies of Philipstown-Nugent, Kene, and Roche, united by 
act of council in 1785, forming the union of Baronstown, in the patronage of the 
Lord-Primate for three turns, and of the Dean and Chapter of Christ-Church, 
Dublin, for one: the tithes amount to £219. 10. 11½., and of the entire benefice 
to £414. 7. 9½. The church of the union, a neat edifice with a tower, and in good 
repair, is situated on an eminence at Philipstown-Nugent, nearly in the centre of 
the union; and almost adjoining it is the glebe-house, to which are attached 17 
acres of profitable land. In the R.C. divisions the parish is partly united with 
Philipstown-Nugent and Dunbin, forming the union or district of Baronstown, 
and partly included in that of Haggardstown; the chapel, called the chapel of 
Kilcurly, is close on the confines of this parish and of that of Dunbin. There is a 
school at Kilcurly of about 80 boys and 40 girls. At Belrobin was an ancient 
castle, formerly the residence of a branch of the Bellew family; its site is now 
occupied by the residence and offices of Mr. Owen McKone, one of the most 
extensive occupiers of land in the county. There is also a rath or ancient fort at 
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the same place, which has been planted, and another on the townland of 
Milltown. 
 
 
BEAULIEU, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 2 miles (E. by N.) from Drogheda; containing 535 
inhabitants. This place was occupied by Sir Phelim O'Nial and the insurgent 
forces during the siege of Drogheda, which was defended by Sir Henry 
Tichborne, one of the lords justices of Ireland, who, on the forfeiture of the 
estate by the Plunkett family, purchased and obtained a grant of it from Chas. II; 
the Rev. Alexander Johnson Montgomery, his descendant by the female line, is 
the present proprietor. The parish is situated at the estuary of the river Boyne, 
on the eastern coast, and comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 1228 
statute acres, including 218¾ of tideway of the Boyne. Beaulieu House, the seat 
of the Rev. A.J. Montgomery, was built by the lady of Sir H. Tichborne: it is a 
stately mansion, situated in an extensive and finely planted demesne, bounded 
on the south by the Boyne, and contains an ornamental sheet of water; a very 
handsome entrance lodge has been recently erected. The living is a rectory, in 
the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage of the Lord-Primate: the tithes 
amount to £105. The church, a neat structure with a tower, was built by aid of a 
gift of £600 from the late Board of First Fruits, in 1807; and contains some 
handsome marble monuments to the Montgomery family, and one to the 
Donagh family of Newtown; in the churchyard is a curious stone with the figure 
of a skeleton in high relief and the date, apparently 1117. There is neither glebe 
nor glebehouse. In the R.C. divisions the parish forms part of the union or 
district of Termonfeckan. The parochial school of 10 boys and 10 girls is aided 
by an annual donation from the rector, and the master has a house and land from 
the Rev. A. J. Montgomery; there is also a pay school, in which are about 20 
boys and 10 girls. 
 
 
BELLAGAN, a village, in the parish of CARLINGFORD, barony of 
LOWER DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2½ 
miles (S.) from Carlingford; containing 155 inhabitants. It is situated on the 
south-west side of the entrance into the bay of Carlingford, and consists of 
about 25 houses, which are mostly inhabited by small farmers and agricultural 
labourers. - See CARLINGFORD. 
 
 
BLACKROCK, a village, in the parish of HAGGARDSTOWN, barony of 
UPPER DUNDALK; county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2 miles 
(E.) from Dundalk; containing 434 inhabitants. This place is situated on the bay 
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of Dundalk, and contains about 80 houses, which are neatly built. The beach is 
smooth and soft, and peculiarly adapted to sea-bathing; and, if due accom-
modation were provided for visitors, it might become a watering-place of 
general attraction. It is at present much frequented, during the summer season, 
by the farmers of the inland counties, both for the purposes of bathing and 
drinking the sea-water. Alexander Shekelton, Esq., of Dundalk, has a beautiful 
marine villa here. - See HAGGARDSTOWN. 
 
 
CAPPOG or KIPPOGUE [CAPPOGE], a parish, in the barony of 
ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1 mile (N.) from 
Dunleer; containing 542 inhabitants, of which number, 128 are in the village. 
This parish is situated on the road from Drogheda to Dundalk, and comprises, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 1283½ statute acres, partly pasture but 
chiefly arable land. It is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and constitutes part 
of the union of Dunleer: the tithes amount to £127. 11. In the R.C. divisions it is 
also part of the union or district of Dunleer. 
 
 

CARLINGFORD, a seaport, market and post-town, 
and a parish (formerly a parliamentary borough), in the 
barony of LOWER DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 11½miles (E. by N.) from 
Dundalk, and 59¾ (N.) from Dublin; containing 12,185 
inhabitants, of which number, 1319 are in the town. This 
town appears to have originated in the erection of a castle, 
either by De Lacy or De Courcy, by order of King John, 

1210, but is mentioned by some authorities as the place where St. Patrick, in 
432, effected his second landing; and the ferry of Carlingford was granted by 
Sir John de Courcy, in the year 1184, to the abbey of Downpatrick. The town, 
which gradually rose in the neighbourhood of the castle, appears to have con-
sisted chiefly of castellated buildings, arising from its situation on the frontier of 
the pale. In 1301, Matilda de Lacy, widow of David, Baron of Naas, granted the 
advowson of the church to the priory of Kilmainham; and in 1305, Richard de 
Burgo, Earl of Ulster, founded a monastery for Dominicans here, dedicated to 
St. Malachy. Edw. II, in 1358, granted to his son, Lionel, Earl of Ulster, licence 
to hold a weekly market on Thursday, and a yearly fair here for six days. In 
1404, the manor of Carlingford and town of Irish-Grange, which had previously 
belonged to the abbey and convent of Newry, vested by forfeiture in the king, 
who granted them in fee to Richard Sedgrave. A mint was established here in 
1467, by act of parliament; and in 1495 it was enacted that Englishmen only 
should be constables of the castle. In 1596, Henry Oge, son-in-law of the Earl of 
Tyrone, notwithstanding the submission made and pledges given by that 
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nobleman to Queen Elizabeth, made an attempt to surprise the castle, but was 
defeated. Sir Henry Tichbourne took possession of the town in 1642, not, 
however, before it had suffered much injury by fire, from the adherents of Sir 
Phelim O'Nial. In 1649, Lord Inchiquin, after taking Dundalk, marched to this 
place, and compelled the castle, with other neighbouring fortresses, to sur-
render; but in the following year it was delivered up to Sir Charles Coote and 
Col. Venables. A party of the forces of Jas. II., in 1689, set fire to the town, in 
their retreat before the army of Duke Schomberg, who, in consequence, issued a 
proclamation threatening that, if such conduct were repeated, he should give no 
quarter. During the duke's encampment at Dundalk, and while disease was 
spreading through his forces, the sick were removed into Carlingford, until they 
became too numerous to be accommodated. 
 
The town is beautifully situated on the south-west aide of the spacious lough or 
bay to which it gives name, and immediately at the base of an extensive range 
of mountains which terminates at this point. It consists of 288 houses, and, 
though small, has an interesting appearance, from the venerable ruins of its 
castle and abbey; it has a sub-post-office to Newry. The scenery of the bay is 
remarkably fine: the Mourne mountains, on the opposite side, are beautifully 
varied with rocks, woods, heath, and verdure; and in the foreground the shores 
are enlivened with neat cottages and numerous bathing-lodges. Carlingford 
mountain, which overhangs the castle, attains, according to the Ordnance 
survey, an elevation of 1935 feet above the level of the sea: from its height and 
position it intercepts, during a great part of the summer, the direct rays of the 
sun, for several hours before sunset. The oysters found in the bay are highly 
esteemed, and are sent in great quantities to Dublin, Liverpool, and other places. 
There is some trade in grain, great quantities of herrings are caught during the 
season, and fishing nets are made. The port has also some trade with Dublin, to 
which it sends large quantities of potatoes; and coal is imported from Scotland 
and Whitehaven. The bay, one of the finest natural havens on the coast, is eight 
miles in length and about four in breadth, extending inland, in a north-western 
direction, to Warren Point. The tide flows past the town to the port of Newry, 
and the harbour is accessible to large vessels at spring tides, but near the mouth 
the navigation is rendered rather hazardous by shoals and sunken rocks. A 
lighthouse at Cranfield Point on the northern side of the bay has been removed, 
and one, showing a bright fixed light, has been erected in its stead on Hawl-
bowling rock; at half-tide it shows, at night, an additional light halfway up the 
building; in the day, a black ball is hoisted on the top of a pole, 10 or 12 feet 
above the lantern, and in thick or foggy weather a bell is kept continually tolling 
by clock-work. On Greenore Point also a small lighthouse with a revolving light 
has been erected. The harbour dues are collected in the name of the Marquess of 
Anglesey, as lord of the manor, and admiral of Carlingford bay; they are leased 
for £20 per annum. The market is on Saturday; fairs are held on the first 
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Saturday in each month, and there is also one on Sept. 29th. There are a coast-
guard and a chief constabulary police station in the town, also three coast-guard 
stations at Cooley Point, Greenore Point, and O'Meath. 
 
This is a borough of very great antiquity, probably by prescription. A 
corporation is recognised so early as 1326, when the king granted to the bailiffs 
of "Karlyngford" a charter for levying murage for six years, to enclose the town 
with a stone wall. By patent dated the 13th of March, 1409, Hen. IV., on the 
petition of the corporation, representing that the town had been often burned 
and wasted by the Irish and Scotch, acquitted them of all subsidies, tollages, 
&c., for several years; and for the same reasons, customs were granted to them, 
for 24 years from 1501, towards fortifying the town with a stone wall. Queen 
Elizabeth granted by charter, in 1571, extensive privileges and immunities. The 
governing charter, dated the 9th of August, 17th of Jas. I. (1619), creates a 
sovereign, l2 burgesses, and a commonalty of six, giving them authority over 
the whole of Carlingford and its liberties, with the exception of the castle of 
Arthur Bagenal, lord of the manor and its appurtenances. This charter declared 
that the corporation should be styled the "Sovereign, Burgesses, and 
Commonalty of the Town and Borough of Carlingford;" and should consist of a 
sovereign, twelve burgesses, and an unlimited number of freemen; two 
serjeants-at-mace and a coroner, a clerk of the market, and clerk of the entries, 
were also to be appointed. The sovereign is elected by and from among the 
burgesses, on Sept. 29th, and is a justice of the peace within the borough; he has 
the power of appointing a deputy, subject to the approbation of the burgesses. 
The burgesses are elected out of the commonalty for life, by the existing 
burgesses, and in conjunction with the sovereign possess the power of admitting 
freemen and appointing the corporation officers. As the admission of freemen 
was optional with them, none have been admitted since 1754. The sovereign 
and burgesses returned two members to the Irish Parliament prior to the Union, 
when the £15,000 paid as compensation for the loss of the franchise was divided 
equally between the Marquess of Downshire and the guardians of Mr. Ross 
Balfour Moore. The limits of the borough are reputed to extend about 2 miles 
on the north, and 1½ mile on the south, side of the town, along the sea shore, 
and from the top of a ridge of mountains rising immediately behind it to the 
shore of the bay. A borough and manor court, formerly held here, have been 
discontinued; and the borough gaol, called "the blackhole," under the tholsel, 
has been disused for many years. Petty sessions are held on alternate Saturdays. 
The corporation has no property, except what they may be entitled to in 
commons belonging to the town, which, according to the Down survey, 
contained 1231 acres; and the only officer now appointed is the sovereign. 
 
The parish comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 20,049¾ statute acres, 
of which 65¼ are water. The commonage extends along the side of a mountain, 
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some part of which is enclosed, and on which the poor of the neighbourhood 
graze their cattle. The land in Cooley is of very superior quality and under a 
good system of tillage, particularly the farms of R. De Verdon, Esq., and those 
of Wilville and Ballug; there is no bog, and fuel is consequently scarce. Near 
the town are some extensive limestone quarries, the produce of which is 
principally sent northward. Nootka Lodge is the residence of Hugh Moore, Esq., 
and commands a fine view of the sea and the Mourne mountains. Among the 
other seats are Grange, the residence of T. Gernon, Esq.; Monksland House, of 
R. De Vernon, Esq.; Wilville House, of J. Gernon, Esq.; Castleview, of W. 
Moore, Esq.; Balley Castle, of John Parks, Esq.; and O'Meath, of John Bell, 
Esq. The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage of 
the Archbishop, to whom the rectorial tithes are appropriate: the tithes amount 
to £457, of which £152. 6. 8. is paid to the archbishop, and £304. 13. 4. to the 
vicar. The church is a modern building, with the exception of the tower. A new 
glebe-house was built by aid of a loan of £750 from the late Board of First 
Fruits, in 1813: the glebe, in its immediate vicinity, comprises about 21 acres. In 
the R.C. divisions this parish forms the two unions or districts of Carlingford 
and Cooley, comprising four chapels, those of Carlingford and O'Meath in the 
former, and of Grange and Mullabay in the latter; the chapels of Carlingford and 
Grange are neat buildings, and that at O'Meath was built on a plot of ground 
given by the Marquess of Anglesey, who also contributed £30 towards the 
expense. There is also, in the town, a place of worship for Presbyterians of the 
Remonstrant Synod, of the third class. The parochial school for boys and girls is 
aided by an annual donation from the vicar; and there are two schools for the 
children of Roman Catholics on the estate of the Marquess of Anglesey at 
O'Meath, which are partly supported by him. These schools afford instruction to 
about 100 boys and 60 girls; and there are also twelve hedge schools, in which 
are 340 boys and 160 girls. A considerable sum has been contributed by Alex. 
Hamilton, Esq., towards the erection of a school-house, which has been built on 
a piece of ground belonging to the lord primate, and is under the 
superintendence of the curate. It is also in contemplation to establish a school in 
the vicinity of the R.C. chapel at Carlingford, and another at O'Meath, in 
connection with the National Board of Education. Here is a dispensary. 
 
The remains of the Dominican monastery consist principally of the walls of the 
conventual church, with a square tower supported on lofty pointed arches, and 
separating the nave from the chancel; at the west end of the nave are two turrets, 
connected by a battlement, and on the south is a small detached ruin, probably a 
chapel. These ruins, which are situated at the extremity of the town farthest 
from the castle, being overgrown with ivy, have a very interesting and romantic 
appearance. On the summit of a neighbouring hill, at Ruskey, are small remains 
of a church, or chapel, with traces of a burial-ground, but no monuments or 
even graves: it is thought to have been a rural residence of the abbot. About 



 

 24 

halfway between the abbey and the castle are the ruins of a square building, 
with windows of an ecclesiastical character, curiously ornamented with 
sculptures of animals, human heads, and foliage. The remains of the castle, 
called King John's castle, shew it to have been an irregular pile of building, 
nearly in the form of a horseshoe: the walls in some parts are eleven feet thick, 
and some of the salient points are defended by loophole abutments; it is washed 
by the sea on the eastern side, and on the landside is a narrow pass overhung by 
wild and lofty mountains. The castle seems to have been erected to command 
this pass, and it enclosed various baronial halls and apartments, and a courtyard 
surrounded with galleries: the chief entrance is on the side next the sea, from a 
platform on which was apparently a battery for the defence of the harbour. The 
pass is only wide enough to allow a very small number of men to walk abreast: 
on one side of it the mountain rises abruptly, and on the other are dangerous 
precipices with the sea below. At Templetown are the ruins of an ancient 
church, with a burial-ground attached; near which are the remains of the castle 
of Ballug, a square pile of building with very thick walls, defended at the 
opposite angles by square turrets; the lower part has been converted into stables, 
and the upper into cornlofts. Carlingford formerly gave the title of Earl to the 
family of Taaffe, which becoming extinct on the death of Theobald, the 4th 
Earl, in 1788, Geo. III., in 1761, conferred the title of Viscount Carlingford on 
the family of Carpenter, together with that of Earl of Tyrconnel. 
 
 
CARRICK or CARRICKBAGGOT, a parish, in the barony of 
FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (S.S.E.) 
from Dunleer; containing 340 inhabitants. This parish, which is situated on the 
coast road from Drogheda to Dundalk, contains 826¼ statute acres, chiefly 
arable land, and includes part of the demesne of Rokeby Hall. It is a rectory, in 
the diocese of Armagh, and is part of the union of Rathdrummin: the tithes 
amount to £57. 8. 6. In the R.C. divisions it forms part of the union or district of 
Clogher. There are some remains of the old church. 
 
 
CASTLE-BELLINGHAM, a post-town, in the parish of 
GERNONSTOWN, barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and province of 
LEINSTER, 6 miles (S.S.E.) from Dundalk, and 34 (N. by W.) from Dublin; 
containing 115 houses and 611 inhabitants. This town, which is situated on the 
river Glyde, and on the mail coach road from Dublin to Belfast, takes its name 
from a castle belonging to the Bellingham family, which was burnt by the forces 
of Jas. II. in their retreat before the army of King William, previously to the 
battle of the Boyne. The neighbourhood is embellished with several handsome 
seats, of which those of Lady Bellingham, Miss Bellingham, Major Sweeny, 
and Mrs. Filgate are the chief. An extensive brewery, in which the celebrated 
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Castle-Bellingham ale is made, and a large malthouse, both belonging to J. 
Woolsey, Esq., give employment to about 70 persons. Fairs are held on Easter -
Tuesday and Oct. 10th, for cattle, linen, &c. Here is a constabulary police 
station. The parish church, remarkable for its neatness, is situated in the town, 
and contains a fine font and some handsome monuments. There is a school 
supported by subscriptions; and a dispensary. Near the church, and at the 
entrance to the castle demesne, some neat cottages in the Elizabethan style have 
been erected for four widows, and endowed with £64 per ann., in 1826, by Sir 
W. Bellingham, Bart. There are some remains of the ancient castle near the 
river; and. in a small bog adjoining, several perfect heads, with part of the horns 
of the elk or moose deer have been found - See GERNONSTOWN and 
GREENMOUNT. 
 
 
CASTLETOWN, a parish, partly in the barony of LOWER, but chiefly in 
that of UPPER DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1 
mile (N. W.) from Dundalk; containing 838 inhabitants. This place is situated 
on the bay of Dundalk, and on the roads leading respectively to Castle-Blayney 
and Armagh, which branch off near the village. It derived its name and most 
probably its origin from the erection of an ancient castle, which in 1318 was 
assaulted and partly destroyed by Edward Bruce, and which, after sustaining 
great injury during the parliamentary war, was finally surrendered to Cromwell. 
The castle occupies an eminence about a mile from Dundalk: the remains, 
which are nearly in a perfect state, consist of a large quadrangular massive pile, 
defended at two of the angles by small projecting square towers, and at the two 
opposite angles by similar towers of larger dimensions, all rising above the high 
pointed roof of the main building, and crowned with battlements, forming an 
object of very imposing character. Tradition says that it was a residence of 
Fingal: it subsequently belonged to the lords Bellew, whom the Boyne family 
succeeded; and the present proprietor derives his title from a fee-farm grant 
made by Mr. Sibthorpe, trustee to the late Lord Boyne. The buildings are at 
present occupied only as offices of the modern mansion adjoining, which is the 
residence of J. Eastwood, Esq., who intends immediately to convert the castle 
into a residence. Near the demesne is the residence of Jacob C. Murphy, Esq. 
The parish comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 2610¾ statute acres, 
of which 2047¾ are in Upper and 563 in Lower Dundalk. The system of 
agriculture, though better than it was, is still capable of great improvement; the 
gentlemen who cultivate their own lands have adopted the improved system, but 
many of the working farmers adhere to the ancient mode. There are some good 
quarries at Greenfield, from which stone is raised for building and mending the 
roads. The mountain streams of Philipstown, Dungooley, and Forkhill, unite in 
this parish, a little before their influx into the sea, forming the river of 
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Castletown, up which the tide flows nearly a mile, affording every facility of 
navigation. 
 
It is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, and forms part of the 
union of Dundalk: the tithes amount to £200. 6. 5¼. In the churchyard are the 
ruins of an old chapel, which, from an inscription over the altar, appears to have 
been erected in 1631, by Sir Walter Bellew, Priest, in honour of St. John the 
Baptist. In the R.C. divisions it is part of the union or district of Dundalk. A 
national school has been built in the churchyard, and an infants' school is 
supported under the patronage of the rector, Mr. and Mrs. Eastwood, and Mr. 
Murphy. On the summit of the hill, on the brow of which the castle is situated, 
is a remarkable fort, forming a conspicuous object from the plains round 
Dundalk: in the centre is an extensive circular mount, having on the top a 
depressed surface, 460 feet in circumference, surrounded by an intrenchment 
with a high counters carp on the outside. Adjoining this, on the east, is a 
quadrangular intrenchment, with a rampart, fosse, and counterscarp; and on the 
west is a semicircular intrenchment similarly formed, but of smaller dimensions. 
These fortifications occupy the entire summit of the hill, and are prominently 
conspicuous for many miles around. Various lines of circumvallation may be 
traced around the castle; and on the plains below are the remains of a fort, little 
inferior to that on the summit of the hill, and the ruins of the old church or 
chapel, covered with ivy and presenting a picturesque object, in the cemetery, 
which is still used as a burial ground. About a mile from the castle are the ruins 
of Balrichen castle, within half a mile of which are the remains of a singular 
fort, called Mount, or Moat Albani, situated near the small river 
Carrickasticken. The castle or Balrichen, or Balbriggan, which formerly be-
longed to one of the chiefs of the English pale, is situated on a gradual ascent 
between two winding rivers: it consisted of a lofty quadrangular tower, with a 
walled court-yard capable of containing a numerous retinue. Beyond this castle 
is the pleasant little promontory of Balrichen, between the rivers of Balrichen 
and Philipstown, which unite near this place. Various druidical remains are 
scattered over this promontory, the chief of which are a circle of five large 
upright stones on the summit of a hill, a cairn and several pillars, some 
detached, and some in groups. On an elevated piece of ground, called 
Carrickedmond, at no great distance from Balrichen, and near the 
Carrickasticken river, are numerous druidical relics, consisting of a temple of 
two concentric circles of large stones, with two smaller stones in the centre, two 
cairns, the foundations of a circular building, several small circles in which rude 
earthen kistvaens and human bones have been found, and detached upright 
stones, some of large size and probably monumental. 
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CHARLESTOWN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, 
and province of LEINSTER, 2 miles (N. by W.) from Ardee; containing 1407 
inhabitants. This parish is situated on the road from Ardee to Monaghan; and 
comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 2699½ statute acres, of which 
1797 acres are applotted under the tithe act and valued at £2870 per annum. The 
land is very fertile, and the system of agriculture much improved: there is some 
bog, which supplies the inhabitants with fuel, but very little waste land in the 
parish. A few individuals are employed in weaving linen; but the principal part 
of the population are engaged in agricultural pursuits. There are some quarries 
of stone fit for building, but none of limestone. Rahanna, the seat of Clarges 
Ruxton, Esq., is in this parish. The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of 
Armagh, united by acts of council, in 1737 and 1754, to the vicarage of 
Tallanstown, and the rectories of Philipstown, Maplestown, and Clonkeehan, 
which five parishes constitute the union of Charlestown or Philipstown, in the 
patronage of the Lord-Primate; the rectory is impropriate in the Hon. Baron 
Foster. The tithes of the parish amount to £271. 17. 6., of which £234. 17. 6. is 
payable to the impropriator, and £37 to the vicar: the amount of tithes for the 
union, including glebe, payable to the incumbent, is £476. 15. 4. The church, a 
handsome edifice in the later English style, with a tower and spire, together 108 
feet high, was erected in 1827, at an expense, exclusively of the spire, of £1385, 
a loan from the late Board of First Fruits: the spire was added at an expense of 
£220, defrayed by the Rev. R. Olpherts, the present incumbent, and several of 
the resident gentry. The churchyard is enclosed with a handsome iron palisade 
resting on a low wall of hewn stone, towards the expense of which the lord-
primate contributed £50. The glebe-house, a handsome residence within a 
quarter of a mile from the church, was built by a gift of £250 and a loan of £550 
from the late Board of First Fruits: the glebe comprises seven acres of land, 
valued at £3 per acre, but subject to a rent of £11. 10. 9. per annum, payable to 
the representatives of the late Alexander Dawson, Esq. In the R. C. divisions the 
parish forms part of the union or district of Tallanstown. Adjoining the church is 
the parochial school-house, containing two large school-rooms, each for 60 
boys and girls respectively, with suitable apartments for the master and his 
family; it was built in 1827, chiefly at the expense of the Rev. R. Olpherts, 
aided by a grant from Government and some charitable donations: the master, in 
addition to other contributions, receives £10 per annum from the incumbent. 
There are some remains of the ancient parish church. 
 
 
CLOGHER or KILCLOGHER, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 6¼ miles (N.E.) from 
Drogheda; containing 1392 inhabitants. This place, which was anciently called 
Kilfinnabhoir, was distinguished, in the earliest ages of Christianity in Ireland, 
by the foundation of a religious establishment, of which St. Nectan, nephew of 
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St. Patrick, was abbot or bishop. It is situated on the eastern coast; and the 
village, which is about half a mile to the west of Clogher Head, contains about 
80 houses and 592 inhabitants, who are chiefly engaged in the fishery, which 
employs seven smacks from 25 to 40 tons burden each, and 20 row boats. On 
the north side of Clogher Head is a small cove or dock, partly natural and partly 
excavated, to which a passage for boats has been cut through the beach, It is 
much frequented by fishing vessels, on account of its affording shelter from all 
winds but the north-east; it was much improved by the late Wallop Brabazon, 
Esq., and might be made one of the best safety harbours in the kingdom. On the 
south side of the promontory a broad strand extends four miles to the mouth of 
the Boyne; and to the north of the village, stretching to Dunany Point, is a sandy 
bay with low reefs, of which one, nearly in the centre, called Cargee, is covered 
at high water. At Clogher Head is a coast-guard station, one of the six that 
constitute the Dundalk district. The parish contains, according to the Ordnance 
survey, 1861¼ statute acres, and is principally under tillage; and there is no 
waste land. The principal seat is Glaspistole House, the residence of J. Markey, 
Esq. It is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, and is part of the 
union of Termonfeckan: the tithes amount to £98. In the R.C. divisions it forms 
part of the union or district of Rathdrummin, and has a neat chapel at Hackett's 
Cross, with a national school adjoining, There are also a school aided by Capt. 
Hanfield, and a small hedge school. Near Mr. Markey's seat are the ruins of an 
ancient castle, consisting principally of a square tower, and at the village of 
Clogher are the ruins of the old church. 
  
 
CLONKEEHAN, a parish, in the barony and county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 3 miles (N.E.) from Ardee; containing 333 inhabitants. 
The river Glyde separates this parish from those of Tallanstown and 
Maplestown, but it is connected with the latter by a bridge on the road from 
Ardee to Dundalk. The parish comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 605 
statute acres, two-thirds of which are included within the demesne of Corballis, 
the seat of T. Lee Norman, Esq. It is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and is 
part of the union of Charlestown, or Philipstown: the tithes amount to £46. 3. 1. 
The church is in ruins. In the R.C. divisions the parish forms part of the union or 
district of Tallanstown. 
 
 
CLONKEEN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 3 miles (N.W.) from Ardee, on the road to Monaghan; 
containing 1981 inhabitants. It comprises 4321½ statute acres, according to the 
Ordnance survey, valued at £4582 per annum: the soil is fertile, and the land is 
mostly under cultivation; the system of agriculture is in a highly improved state. 
There are some quarries of greenstone, which is raised for building and for 
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repairing the roads. The principal seats are Rogerstown, the residence of Miss 
Young; Cardistown, of J. Caraher, Esq.; Glach, of R. Shegog, Esq.; and Cro-
martin, belonging to the Clement family. The living is a rectory and vicarage in 
the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage of the Lord-Primate: the tithes 
amount to £300. The glebe-house is a good residence, built by the present 
rector, the Rev. W. Lee, and has attached to it 12a. lr. 17p. of glebe. The church 
is an ancient structure, and contains a neat monument to the Caraher family. In 
the R.C. divisions the parish forms part of the union or district of Tallanstown. 
There are two hedge schools, in which are about 80 boys and 30 girls. Near 
Lagan bridge are the ruins of an ancient castle. 
 
 
CLONMORE, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (E. by N.) from Dunleer; containing 769 
inhabitants, of which number, 74 are in the hamlet. It comprises, according to 
the Ordnance survey, 1905 statute acres, two-thirds of which are under tillage. 
The land is of superior quality and highly cultivated, producing excellent crops 
of wheat and barley; the farms and farm-houses are of a superior description. 
There is a constabulary police station in the hamlet. The living is a rectory, in 
the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage of the Lord-Primate. The tithes 
amount to £170. The glebe-house, which is a handsome building, was erected in 
1782, on a glebe of 17 acres. The church is a small but handsome edifice, built 
in 1794, at the sole expense of Primate Robinson. In the R.C. divisions the 
parish forms part of the union or district of Dysart, and has a chapel at 
Wyanstown. There is a parochial school, established and supported by the 
rector, in which about 20 children are educated. Here are the ruins of a castle, 
said to have been the residence of the De Verduns, also the walls of an ancient 
church, where a patron is held annually on the 9th of June, in honour of St. 
Columbkill, the reputed founder. 
 
 
COLLON, a post-town and parish, partly in the barony of LOWER SLANE, 
county of MEATH, but chiefly in that of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 6 miles (W.N.W.) from Drogheda, on the road to 
Ardee, and 28 (N. by W.) from Dublin; containing 3217 inhabitants, of which 
number, 1153 are in the town. This place formerly belonged to the celebrated 
abbey of Mellifont, and was confirmed to the abbot by Hen. II., at the close of 
the 12th century. The town has a remarkably neat appearance, and consists of 
two streets intersecting near the church, and contains 215 houses, of which the 
greater number are slated. It owes its present prosperity to its proprietors, the 
Fosters, who established a cotton-manufactory here, which for some time 
employed more than 600 looms. Linen was previously made here, and its 
manufacture has been resumed, but the cotton manufacture has entirely ceased. 



 

 30 

There is a bleach-green, employing more than 50 persons, with a steam-engine 
of 10-horse power; also a flax-mill, and in the town and its vicinity are three 
cornmills, worked by steam and water power. It is a chief constabulary police 
station. On the 20th of Sept., 1229, Hen. II. granted to the abbot and convent of 
Mellifont a market on Tuesday in their town of Collon: there is a market-house 
and an open area at the north end of the town for holding a market, but, except 
for butchers' meat, none has been held lately. Fairs are held on May 10th, June 
29th, Oct. 20th, and Nov. 24th. Petty sessions are held every alternate Thursday. 
 
The parish contains about 8600 statute acres, which are mostly under tillage; 
there is no Waste or bog, but 513 acres of woodland. Here is Oriel Temple, the 
seat of Viscount Ferrard, whose predecessor was the Rt. Hon. John Foster, the 
last speaker of the Irish House of Commons, who, in 1821, was created Lord 
Oriel: it is distinguished by the beauty of its surrounding grounds; and the 
richness of its extensive plantations. The demesne contains about 1000 acres: in 
it is a grotto, of which the interior is lined with shells, stained glass, coloured 
stones, &c., said to be the work of Lady Ferrard; there is also a beautiful rustic 
cottage. The house contains some good pictures, among which is a full-length 
portrait of the first Lord Oriel, by Sir Thos. Lawrence. In the vicinity of the 
town is a nursery of forest trees, consisting of seven acres, which is the property 
of Lord Ferrard. About a mile from it is Mount Oriel, from which there is an 
extensive and magnificent view, including the Bay of Carlingford and the grand 
chain of the Mourne mountains. Belpatrick mountain, which, according to the 
Ordnance survey, rises 789 feet above the level of the sea, is also within the 
parish. 
 
The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, united by act of council, in 
1769, to the rectory and vicarage of Mosstown, and in 1782 the rectory of 
Dromin was added to the union, which is in the patronage of the Lord Primate 
and Viscount Ferrard, in the latter of whom the rectory is impropriate, and by 
whom the land is let tithe-free. About 1769, the late Chief Baron Foster gave a 
glebe of ten acres, and built the glebe-house, on condition that an augmentation 
of £50 should be granted from Primate Boulter's fund, and that he should have 
the patronage of the endowed vicarage two turns out of three. The living was 
subsequently augmented by the impropriate tithes of Mosstown, which were 
purchased for the purpose by the Trustees of Primate Boulter's fund, and now 
produce £248. 14. 11. Besides the glebe at Collon, there is one of three acres at 
Mosstown, and another at Dromin of nearly 10 acres; and the gross tithes of the 
benefice amount to £453. 4. 6. The church, an elegant structure of hewn 
limestone, in the ancient style of English architecture, was built in 1813, during 
the incumbency of Dr. Beaufort, author of the "Ecclesiastical Map and Memoir 
of Ireland" the cost was about £8000, of which £3800 was a gift and £700 a loan 
from the late Board of First Fruits; the members of the Foster family contributed 
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bountifully towards its erection; the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have lately 
granted £368. 6. 9. for its repair. The interior is 90 feet by 40, the ceiling 
beautifully groined, and it has five windows on the south side, besides a large 
east window over the altar. All the side windows are of stained glass, the gift of 
the present Baron Foster; the east window is in course of preparation, being the 
gift of the impropriator. Under the church is the burial-place of that family, and 
in it is a marble monument to the memory of Catherine Letitia Foster, widow of 
William, Lord Bishop of Clogher, which was erected by her daughter, the 
Countess de Salis. The ecclesiastical duties of Collon were formerly performed 
by a monk from Mellifont abbey. The R.C. parish is co-extensive with that of 
the Established Church; the chapel is a neat structure. There is also a place of 
worship for Wesleyan Methodists. A male and female school, under the trustees 
of Erasmus Smith's charity, is aided by a donation from Lord Ferrard; and there 
are two others aided by the vicar. Besides these, there are an infants' school, 
supported by Mrs. Green, and two private schools. At Belpatrick is a school 
principally supported by Edward and James Singleton, Esqrs. There is also a 
dispensary in the town. 
 
 
CREGGAN, a parish, partly in the barony of UPPER DUNDALK, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, but chiefly in the barony of UPPER 
FEWS, county of ARMAGH, and province of ULSTER, 8 miles (W.N.W.) 
from Dundalk, on the road to Newtown-Hamilton; containing 14,261 
inhabitants, of which number, 1674 are in that part of the parish which is in the 
county of Louth. This parish comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 
24,815¼ statute acres, of which 21,823½, including 419½ of water, are in 
Armagh, and 2991¾ in Louth. Of these, 21,640 acres are applotted under the 
tithe act, and valued at £19,708 per ann.; and 1088 are mountain, bog, and lakes. 
The surface is irregularly broken and the general aspect bold: the soil is 
generally good, and the system of cultivation improving. Linen cloth and yarn 
are manufactured to a small extent by the farmers, whose principal dependence 
has been the breeding of cattle, but now most of the grazing land has been 
converted into arable, and even much of the mountainous district has been 
brought into cultivation. The river Creggan, which divides this parish into two 
nearly equal parts, turns several mills and contains fine trout. Near the village 
are several hundred acres of bog or moorland used for fuel; and here is a coarse 
kind of granite and also a coarse slate, which is very hard and durable: the 
quarries, however, are not much worked, except by the neighbouring farmers, 
who use the stone for building. The village is pleasantly situated, and the 
surrounding scenery is picturesque. A market is held on Friday at Crossmaglen, 
for provisions, and fairs on the first Friday in every month for farming stock. 
Cullyhanna, also a village in this parish, is an improving place. Fairs are held in 
it on the second Tuesday in January, April, July, and October; and there are two 
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at Ball's-Mills. There is a penny post to Dundalk; and petty sessions for the 
Crossmaglen district are held in the school-room at Creggan, on alternate 
Saturdays, or weekly if requisite. The principal seats in the parish are Urker 
Lodge, the property of T.P. Ball, Esq., to whom the parish principally belongs; 
Crossmaglen, of Capt. Ball; and Clohog Lodge, of R. G. Wallace, Esq.  
 
The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, and forms the 
corps of the treasurership in the cathedral of St. Patrick, Armagh, in the 
patronage of the Lord-Primate. The tithes amount to £1050: the glebe-house, 
which is near the church, is romantically situated on the river Creggan, which 
flows through a deep glen abounding with picturesque scenery, and ornamented 
with evergreens, rustic seats, and walks cut out of the solid rock: the 
surrounding grounds have been greatly improved by the Rev. Dr. Atkinson, the 
rector. The glebe, comprising 300 Irish acres, consists of the whole townland of 
Cregganban except 40 acres appropriated as a glebe for Newtown-Hamilton, 
when that parish was severed from Creggan. The church is a spacious and 
handsome edifice in the centre of the parish, built in 1758, and to which a lofty 
square tower was added in 1799. In the R.C. divisions the parish is the head of 
two unions or districts, called Upper and Lower Creggan; the former contains 
four chapels, situated at Crossmaglen, Glasdrummond, Mowbane, and Shela, of 
which that at Crossmaglen was built in 1834, on a site given by T. P. Ball, Esq., 
at an expense of £750; and the one at Glasdrummond is a large and handsome 
building. The part called Lower Creggan is united with the parish of Newtown--
Hamilton, and contains a chapel at Cullyhanna and one in Newtown-Hamilton, 
both in that parish. At Freeduff is a meeting-house for Presbyterians in 
connection with the Synod of Ulster of the second class; and there is a place of 
worship for Wesleyan Methodists at Ball's-Mills. The parochial schools, in 
which are about 50 boys and 40 girls, are supported by the rector, who gives the 
house, which was built in 1822, and a garden and two acres of land rent-free for 
the master, besides books for the children. There is a female working school in 
the church-yard, and an infants' school superintended by Mrs. Atkinson; also 
schools at Tullynavale and Anavachavarkey, built by the rector, aided by some 
subscriptions, and chiefly supported by him; in the former, which is a large and 
handsome edifice, divine service is performed by the rector, or his curate, on 
Sunday evenings. At Darsey is a national school; and there are thirteen private 
schools in the parish, in which about 460 children are educated. A dispensary 
was established at Crossmaglen in 1830. In the northern part of the parish are 
vestiges of an ancient intrenchment, which extended more than a mile in length 
and about one third of a mile in breadth; it is now intersected by roads. 
 
 
DARVER, a parish, in the barony and county of LOUTH, and province of 
LEINSTER, 3½ miles (N.W.) from Castle-Bellingham; containing 631 
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inhabitants. It comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 1992 statute acres 
of good arable and pasture land, of which 1935 are applotted under the tithe act. 
Darver Castle is the seat of J. Booth, Esq. The living is a rectory, in the diocese 
of Armagh, separated on the death of the last incumbent from the parish of 
Dromiskin, pursuant to the recommendation of the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners in 1831, and in the patronage of the Lord-Primate. The tithes 
amount to £230: the glebe comprises 1¾ acres valued at £8 per annum. The 
ruins of the church are near Darver Castle: there is no glebe-house. In the R.C. 
divisions it is the head of a union or district, comprising Darver and Dromiskin, 
in each of which is a chapel. There is a school under the National Board, in 
which are about 190 boys and 150 girls. 
 

 
DROGHEDA, a seaport, borough, and market-town, 
and a county of itself, locally in the county of LOUTH, 
and province of LEINSTER, 57 miles (S. by W.) from 
Belfast and 23 (N.) from Dublin, containing 17,365 
inhabitants of which number, 15,138 are in the town. This 
place is said to have derived its name Droighad Atha, in 
the Irish language signifying "a bridge," from the erection 
of a bridge over the river Boyne, at a period prior to the 

English invasion but no notice of any town of importance occurs till after that 
event. At a very early period, a monastery was founded here for canons of the 
order of St. Augustine. It was included in the original grant of Meath to Hugh 
de Lacy; but in 1220 when a new grant of that lordship was made to his son 
Waiter by Hen. III., the town and castle of Drogheda had become of so much 
importance, that the king retained them in his own possession, allowing to De 
Lacy £20 per ann. from the Exchequer and the talliage of the town, as a 
compensation. At that time the Boyne, which now intersects the town, formed 
the boundary between the counties of Meath and Louth, and the two portions of 
the town on its opposite banks constituted separate boroughs. In 1229 Hen. III 
by charter, gave to the town on the Louth side of the Boyne certain privileges 
and free customs similar to those of Dublin; and in 1247 the same monarch, in-
vested the burgesses of the town on the Meath side with similar privileges and 
immunities, and granted them a weekly market and an annual fair for six days. 
A new charter was granted in 1253 to the burgesses of Drogheda in Louth 
empowering them to elect a mayor to exercise exclusive jurisdiction, and to 
bold an annual fair for 15 days: but the increase of the town was soon checked 
by the continued aggressions of the native inhabitants of the surrounding 
districts. In the 7th and 24th of Edw. I, the town received grants of toll for 
murage; and in 1316 the king granted 300 marks for the repair of the walls and 
turrets. In 1317 the burgesses of Drogheda in Meath obtained a new charter for 
a weekly market, with the grant of a piece of ground on which to hold the same, 
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and the decision of all pleas except those of the crown. Mandates were issued, 
in 1319 and 1320, by the king to his justiciary in Ireland, to protect the mayor 
and burgesses of the town in Louth in the enjoyment of their liberties and to 
grant remission of their fee farm rent of 60 marks per ann.. to enable them to 
extend their fortifications. In 1375 a mayor of the staple was appointed for both 
towns; but the calamity of pestilence, added to that of almost incessant warfare 
with the Scots and native septs, had so reduced the burgesses that, in 1380, 
Rich. II granted to them certain customs' duties for the repair of the 
fortifications and the general improvement of the town. 
 
This place, from an early period was, in municipal privileges and political 
consequence always considered as on an equality with the four royal cities of 
Dublin, Waterford. Limerick and Cork; and of the numerous parliaments 
assembled by the lords-deputies, some of the most remarkable were held here. 
Rich. II., on the 16th of March. 1394, in the hall of the Dominican priory 
received the submission of O'Nial. O'Hanlon, O'Donel. Mac Mahon, and other 
native chieftains of Ulster. In 1407, the inhabitants united with those of Dublin 
in a predatory warfare against their common enemies, which they extended even 
to the coast of Scotland. Hen. IV., towards the close of his reign, united the two 
boroughs into one body politic. In 1437, part of the fee-farm rent was remitted 
by Hen. VI., on account of the devastation of the town and the injury of its trade 
by the king's enemies. The Earl of Ormonde, on being removed from the office 
of chief governor, in 1444, assembled the nobility and gentry of the English 
pale at this place; and so strong were the testimonies in his favour that he was 
reinstated in his office. A parliament was soon afterwards held here; another 
was also held in the 31st of Hen. VI., and, in 1467 a parliament assembled at 
Dublin was adjourned to this town by which the Geraldines were attainted, and 
the Earl of Desmond appearing to justify himself, was instantly brought to the 
scaffold. In 1414 when the fraternity of arms was established, the goods of the 
men of Drogheda and Dublin were exempted from the tax for its support; and 
by the statute passed in Lord Grey's parliament, concerning the election of 
temporary chief governors, the mayors of Drogheda and Dublin were to have a 
voice in the council. In an engagement which took place at Malpas Bridge 
during this reign, the mayor of Drogheda at the head of 500 archers and 200 
men armed with pole-axes, assisted in the defeat of O'Reilly and his 
confederates, who had committed great ravages in the county of Louth; in 
reward of which valiant conduct, the mayors are allowed to have a sword of 
state borne before them. In 1493, Lord Gormanston held a parliament here, but 
the validity of its proceedings was disputed; and in the 10th of Hen. VII., Sir 
Edward Poynings assembled another in this town, of which the acts relating to 
the adoption of the English statutes and other important matters have been more 
celebrated than those of any other parliament prior to the last century. In the 
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succeeding reign, the importance of this place appears from the duties paid at 
the custom-house, which, in 1632, amounted to £l428. 15. 
 
In 1641, it was attacked by the northern Irish in great numbers under Sir Phelim 
O'Nial, when a body of 600 foot and 50 horse, lent from Dublin for the relief of 
the garrison, was defeated at Julianstown bridge, about three miles from the 
town. Though Sir Henry Tichbourne, the governor, had an incompetent force, 
and the besieging army consisted of 20,000, yet from want of military skill, 
artillery, and ammunition, the latter were unable to form a regular encampment; 
and the siege was little more than a blockade. The town, however, was reduced 
to great distress from want of supplies, but the numerous assaults of the enemy 
were vigorously repulsed, and great numbers of their men, and several of their 
bravest officers were killed in the sallies of the garrison; and on intelligence of 
the approach of the Earl of Ormonde with a considerable force, the commander 
of the insurgent army raised the siege and retired towards the north. When 
Ormonde advanced towards Dublin against the parliamentarian governors, Col. 
Jones sent most of his cavalry to Drogheda, with a view to cut off Ormonde's 
supplies; but Lord Inchiquin coming immediately in pursuit of them, with a 
strong body of royalist cavalry, surprised and routed the party and laid siege to 
the town, which he soon obliged to surrender. After the battle of Rathmlnes, 
Col. Jones besieged the garrison placed here by the royalists, but suddenly 
retired on the approach of the Marquess of Ormonde with 300 men. The 
Marquess inspected and repaired the fortifications; and foreseeing the danger to 
which it would be exposed, committed the government of the town to Sir Arthur 
Aston, a gallant R.C. officer, with a garrison of 2000 foot and 300 horse, all 
chosen men and well supplied with ammunition and provisions. Cromwell, on 
landing at Dublin in 1649, marched with 10,000 men against Drogheda, as the 
most important town for opening a passage into the northern provinces; and 
after a siege of two days, his artillery having made a sufficient breach in the 
walls, the assault was commenced by his troops, who were twice repulsed; but 
in the third attack, headed by himself, he gained possession of the town, and in 
order to impress upon the Irish such a dread of his name as might prevent all 
opposition, gave orders to put the whole garrison to the sword: this barbarous 
execution was continued for five successive days, the governor and all his 
officers being included in the proscription, and even some ecclesiastics who 
were found within the town were butchered: a few of the garrison contrived to 
escape in disguise, and besides these only thirty were spared from the general 
massacre, who were instantly transported as slaves to Barbadoes. 
 
In the war of the Revolution, this place was garrisoned by the forces of Jas. II., 
who had a magazine of military stores and ammunition here; and in the 
immediate vicinity was fought the celebrated battle of the Boyne. On the 30th of 
June, 1690, King William's army came within sight of the town and advanced in 



 

 36 

three columns towards the river. King James's camp extended westward from 
the town in two lines along its south bank. As his army was marching into 
camp, William advanced within cannon range of the ford at Oldbridge, to 
reconnoitre, and dismounted; while Berwick, Tyrconnel, Sarsfield, and some 
other of James's generals rode slowly along the opposite bank. On remounting, a 
ball from a field-piece concealed by a hedge grazed the bank of the river and 
taking a slanting direction struck his right shoulder, tearing his coat and slightly 
lacerating the flesh; but though a report of his death was quickly spread, 
William sustained no other injury than a difficulty in using his sword arm. A 
brisk cannonade was maintained from the opposite bank of the river till the 
approach of night; and on the following morning, William's right wing crossed 
the river at some fords below Slane, overpowering a regiment which had been 
stationed there to defend the passage, and made their way over a very 
unfavourable country to a morass through which the infantry passed with great 
difficulty, while the cavalry found a firmer passage on the right. The part of 
James's army stationed near the morass, astonished at their intrepidity, tied 
towards Duleek, suffering great loss in their flight. The central column of 
William's army now attempted to cross the river; the Dutch guards, followed by 
the Huguenots, Enniskilleners, Brandenburghers, and English, plunged into the 
stream near Oldbridge, in front of the enemy's lines and breastworks, checking 
the current by their numbers, and causing the water to rise so high that the 
infantry were obliged to carry their muskets above their heads. One squadron of 
the Brandenburghers was repulsed by General Hamilton's horse, and driven 
back through the river, and in their retreat threw the Huguenots into disorder; 
but the general's cavalry wheeling through Oldbridge were cut down by the 
Dutch and Enniskilleners, with the exception of a small party which 
encountered the Duke of Schomberg while rallying the Huguenots, wounded 
and made him prisoner, on which the French Protestants fired into the midst of 
the party and unhappily killed the Duke. The Rev. George Walker, who had so 
gallantly defended Londonderry, was also killed about the same time. After the 
conflict had continued about an hour, the Irish army retreated to Donore, where 
James had remained surrounded by his guards; and William, who had crossed 
the river, about a mile above Drogheda, with his left wing, placed himself at the 
head of his army; and when the enemy had advanced from Donore, almost 
within musket shot of his infantry, he was seen sword in hand animating his 
squadrons and preparing to fall on their flank. James's troops, however, halted 
and again retreated to Donore, but there charged with such success that the 
English cavalry, although commanded by William, were repulsed. The enemy 
was, however, bravely attacked by the Enniskilleners, supported by the Dutch, 
and ultimately by all the English army, and the battle was for some time 
maintained with equal bravery by both parties. But the Irish infantry being at 
last defeated, and the cavalry, after making a furious charge, routed, James and 
his troops retreated through the pass of Duleek. In this important battle James 
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lost 1500 men, and William's army about one-third of that number. On the 
following day, King William sent Brigadier La Melloniere, with 1000 horse, a 
party of foot, and eight pieces of artillery, to summon Drogheda, which was 
defended by a garrison of 1300 men under Lord Iveagh, who, after a parley, 
accepted terms of capitulation, and marched out with their baggage, leaving 
behind them their arms, stores, and ammunition; and Col. Cutts' regiment 
immediately took possession of the place and preserved it from violence. 
 
The town is advantageously situated on the great north road from Dublin to 
Belfast, and on the river Boyne, which discharges itself into the Irish sea about 
three miles below, and by which it is divided into two unequal portions, of 
which the larger, on the north side, is connected with the smaller by a bridge of 
three arches, erected in 1722. The streets are tolerably regular, and many of the 
houses are well built, especially those in the principal street, and on the quay, 
which extends along the north side of the river. The total number of houses is 
2860, of which 1300 only are assessed to the rates for lighting and watching the 
town; for the former, which is done by a gas company established a few years 
since, the whole assessment amounts to £316, and for the latter to £239, per 
annum. The inhabitants are principally supplied with water from a well at the 
linen-hall; and the streets are paved and kept in repair, under the management of 
a committee, at the expense of the corporation, for which purpose about £230 is 
annually appropriated from the corporation funds. Of the ancient walls, beyond 
which the present town extends, the most curious and perfect portion is the gate 
of St. Lawrence, forming a handsome approach. A public reading and news-
room has been fitted up in the Mayoralty-house, and a newspaper, called the 
Drogheda Journal, has been published since 1774. In Fair-street are infantry 
barracks, with an hospital for 20 patients; and there are similar barracks at 
Milmount. Adjoining the latter is Richmond Fort, erected about the year 1808, 
in which are two nine-pounders on a moveable platform, a guardhouse, forming 
the entrance .to the barracks, was built in 1831, and the mount on which the fort 
stands was at the same time further strengthened with palisades. The 
manufacture of coarse linen, calico, and stockings, formerly carried on to a very 
great extent, has, together with hand-loom weaving, very much declined. A very 
extensive mill for spinning flax has recently been erected by a company of 
proprietors, and is principally wrought by steam power. The tanning of leather 
was formerly carried on very extensively, and is still considerable; and the 
manufacture of soap and candles is also on a tolerably large scale. There are two 
iron foundries, several salt works, an extensive distillery, and three large 
breweries of ale and table beer, one of which, in James-street, belonging to Mr. 
Cairnes, produces ale which is in great repute, and is exported to England and 
the West Indies; attached to it is a very extensive malting establishment. There 
are several large flour and corn-mills, of which that belonging to Messrs. Smith 
and Smythe, with the adjoining stores, was erected at an expense of £20,000; 
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the machinery is impelled by a steam-engine of 50-horse power, and is capable 
of grinding 40,000 barrels of wheat, and 60,000 barrels of oats annually. 
 
The port carries on a very extensive trade chiefly with Canada, Nova Scotia, and 
New Brunswick, and also a very considerable cross-channel trade; the principal 
exports are corn, flour, oatmeal, cattle, butter, and linen cloth; and the chief 
imports are timber, slates, coal, rock-salt, iron, bark, herrings, and dried fish, 
with manufactured goods of all kinds. According to the returns for the year 
ending Jan. 5th, 1835, there were shipped from this port, 126,380 loads of meal, 
42,500 bushels of wheat, 3000 barrels of peas, 37,000 sacks of flour, 2500 
barrels of barley, 22,000 barrels of oats, 13,000 crates of eggs, 600 firkins of 
butter, 4100 cows, 12,000 sheep, 39,000 pigs, and 500 barrels of ale. The 
number of vessels in the foreign trade that entered inwards, during that year, 
was 14 British and 3 foreign, and two British vessels cleared outwards. In the 
trade with Great Britain and across the channel, 494 ships, including steam-
vessels, entered inwards, and 462 cleared outwards; and in the trade with 
various ports in Ireland, 42 vessels entered inwards and 23 cleared outwards. 
The gross amount of the customs' duties, during the year 1835, was £9476. 19. 
3., and for 1836, £13,382. 13. 2.; that of the excise duties collected in the 
district, in 1835, was £75,007. 19. 3½. The number of vessels registered as 
belonging to the port is 40, of an aggregate burden of 3763 tons. A considerable 
trade is carried on with Liverpool, between which place, Glasgow, and this port, 
five steam-packets, of about 350 tons each, are constantly plying. The harbour, 
for the improvement of which the Commissioners of Public Works have granted 
£10,000, has been rendered much more commodious, and is in a state of 
progressive improvement; a. breakwater is about to be formed and a lighthouse 
erected. The river has been deepened four feet by a steam-dredging vessel, 
calculated to raise 1000 tons hourly; it is navigable to the bridge for vessels of 
200 tons, and above it for lighters of 70 tons' burden. A patent slip is also in 
progress of construction, and a large iron-foundry for steam machinery has been 
erected. The value of these improvements may be correctly estimated from the 
fact that, within the last seven years, the trade of the port has been more than 
doubled. The inland trade is also greatly facilitated by the Boyne navigation to 
Navan, which it is intended to extend to Lough Erne. The Grand Northern 
Trunk railway from Dublin, for which an act of parliament has been obtained, 
will enter the town at Pitcher Hill, in the parish of St. Mary. The markets are on 
Thursday and Saturday; and fairs for cattle of every kind, and especially for 
horses of superior breed, are held annually on May 12th, June 22nd, Aug. 26th, 
and Oct. 29th, by ancient charter; and by a recent patent also on March 10th, 
April 11th, Nov. 21st, and Dec. 19th, when large quantities of wool and various 
other articles of merchandise are exposed for sale. The corn market is a very 
neat and commodious building, erected after a design by the late Mr. F. 



 

 39 

Johnston. There are convenient shambles for butchers' meat, and adjacent is a 
fish market. The linen-hall is a spacious building of brick, containing five halls. 
 
Besides the charters already noticed, many others were granted by different 
sovereigns. The two boroughs continued till the reign of Hen. IV. to be 
separately governed by their respective charters, and each had its separate 
corporate officers, from which circumstance the merchants frequenting the town 
were burdened with the payment of tolls and customs to both corporations, 
dissensions and debates were daily springing up between the two bodies, and in 
their contests blood was often shed and many lives were lost. To put an end to 
these evils, Hen. IV., by charter dated Nov. 1st, 1412, with the consent of the 
burgesses and commonalties, united both boroughs under one corporation, and 
erected the town, with the suburbs on both sides of the river, into a county of 
itself. Under this, which is the governing charter, the style of the corporation is 
the 'Mayor, Sheriffs, Burgesses, and Commons of the County of the Town of 
Drogheda;' and the government is vested in a mayor, two sheriffs, twenty-four 
aldermen (including the mayor), an indefinite number of common councilmen, a 
mayor of the staple, two coroners, recorder, town-clerk, sword-bearer, mace-
bearer, water-bailiff, harbour-master, and subordinate officers. The freedom of 
the town is acquired by birth, or servitude of seven years' apprenticeship to a 
freeman of one of the seven trading guilds, and by especial grace, or gift of the 
corporation. The trading guilds are each under the government of a master and 
two wardens annually elected, and have each a common hall. The town sent 
members to the first Irish parliament ever held, and continued to return two 
members till the Union, since which time it has returned one member to the 
Imperial parliament. The right of election was vested in the freemen and 
freeholders, of whom there were about 936 previously to the passing of the act 
of the 2nd of Wm. IV., cap. 88, which disqualified the non-resident freemen 
except within seven miles, and extended the elective franchise to the £10 
householders, and to £20 and £10 leaseholders, for the respective terms of 14 
and 20 years. The borough is co-extensive with the county of the town, com-
prising an area of 5803 statute acres, of which, 844 are in a rural district in the 
parish of Ballymakenny, and the remainder in the parishes of St. Peter and St. 
Mary: the sheriffs are the returning officers. The mayor, recorder, and two 
senior aldermen who have served the office of mayor, are justices of the peace 
under the charter, and there are five additional justices appointed under the act 
of the 7th Geo. IV. The assizes for the county of the town are held twice in the 
year before the mayor and judges on the north-eastern circuit; and quarter 
sessions are held in Jan., April, June, and Oct., before the mayor and recorder. 
Petty sessions are held in the Tholsel court every alternate week; a court of 
record for pleas to any amount is held before the mayor and sheriffs; and a court 
of conscience, for the recovery of debts not exceeding £1. 3., is held every 
Tuesday and Friday before the mayor or his deputy. A mayoralty-house is 
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provided in the town, as a residence for the mayor during his year of office, but 
it is seldom occupied. The Tholsel is a spacious and handsome building of hewn 
stone, well adapted to the holding of the assizes, quarter sessions, and other 
courts. The gaol on the north side of the town was erected in 1818; it is a neat 
and well-arranged building adapted to the classification of prisoners, and 
contains 6 wards, with day-rooms and airing-yards, apartments for debtors, and 
a chapel: the total expenditure, for 1835, was £379. 11. 11. The amount of 
Grand Jury presentments for 1835 was £1988. 4. 5¼., of which £171. 17. 11½. 
was for the repair of roads, bridges, &c.; £1390. 1. 1¾. for public buildings, 
charities, officers' salaries, and miscellaneous expenses; £8. 18. 6. for the police, 
and £417. 6. 10. for repayment of advances made by Government. 
 
The town comprises the parishes of St. Peter, on the north side of the river, in 
the diocese of Armagh, comprising 3523 statute acres, as applotted under the 
tithe act; and St. Mary, on the south side, and in the diocese of Meath, 
containing 1435 acres, as applotted; with part of the parish of Ballymakenny. 
The living of each is a vicarage, in the patronage of the Marquess of Drogheda, 
in whom the rectories are impropriate. The tithes of St. Peter's amount to £300, 
payable to the impropriator: the annual income of the incumbent is £512. 2. 6., 
arising from certain lay tithes purchased by the late Board of First Fruits, 
minister's money, payment by the corporation, and rent of houses; the tithes of 
St. Mary's are £105, of which £31. 3. 1. is payable to the impropriator, and £73. 
16. 11. to the vicar, who also receives a stipend of £30 from Evans's fund. St. 
Peter's church, which was rebuilt in 1753, is a handsome and substantial 
structure, in the Roman Doric style, with a tower surmounted by a spire, which 
wants a proportionate degree of elevation; it is the burial-place of the family of 
Moore, Marquesses of Drogheda, and contains also several handsome monu-
ments to Lord Chief Justice Singleton, who resided in the town, John Ball, Esq., 
one of the king's serjeants, the Leigh and Ogle families, and others; the Ecclesi-
astical Commissioners have recently granted £463. 2. 3. towards its repair. The 
glebe-house adjoins the churchyard; there is a glebe of four acres in Drogheda, 
and one of 24 acres in Carlingford. St. Mary's church, a modern edifice, was 
erected in 1810, by a gift of £600 and a loan of £500 from the late Board of 
First Fruits, and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have recently granted £175. 
5. 7. towards its repair. The glebe-house, situated in the town, was purchased for 
the parish by the late Board in 1809, under the new acts, at a cost of £600, of 
which £461. 10. 9¾. was a gift, and £138. 9. 2¾ a loan: the glebe comprises five 
acres, valued at £20 per annum. The chapel of St. Mark, a handsome edifice, 
was erected as a chapel of ease to St. Peter's church; the corporation contributed 
£300 towards the expense, £900 was given in 1829 by the late Board of First 
Fruits, and the remainder was raised by local subscription: it is endowed with 
the rectorial tithes of Innismot, in the county of Meath, amounting to £65, by 
the corporation, who have transferred the patronage to the Lord-Primate, who 
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adds £50 per annum. The R.C. parish of St. Peter is co-extensive with that of the 
Established Church, and is the benefice of the Archbishop; the chapel is a 
handsome and spacious structure, erected at an expense of more than £12,000, 
raised by subscription. St. Mary's is the head of a R. C. union, comprising also 
the parishes of Colpe and Kilsharvan, and containing two chapels, one at 
Drogheda, a large and handsome building, towards which Michael Duff, Esq., 
contributed between £4000 and £5000, and the other at Mornington, in the 
parish of Colpe. There are places of worship for Presbyterians and Wesleyan 
Methodists, the former in connection with the Seceding Synod, and of the 
second class: the building was erected in 1827, at an expense of £2000, towards 
which the corporation contributed £300. Here are three friaries, dedicated re-
spectively to St. Francis, St. Augustine, and St. Dominick; also two convents of 
nuns, one dedicated to St. Dominick, and the other to the Blessed Virgin and of 
the order of the Presentation, both devoted to religious instruction. The 
Dominican or Sienna convent, beautifully situated in the environs, has a 
department for the instruction of young ladies, and a very elegant chapel. St. 
Peter's parochial school is supported by contributions, including an annual 
donation of £10.10. from the corporation, and £10 from the vicar. In this parish 
are also one of the four classical schools under the trustees of Erasmus Smith' 
charity, who grant to it £280 per ann.; five other schools, one of which is in 
connection with the Presentation convent, a private school, and three Sunday 
schools; in the day schools together are about 1000 children. In the parish of St. 
Mary, are a public school, in which are about 250, and a pay school of 70, 
children. An institution for the widows of Protestant clergymen was founded 
and endowed by Primate Boulter; and an almshouse, called the poorhouse of St. 
John, was founded by a grant from the corporation; it is a neat brick building 
containing 12 apartments. An infirmary, with a dispensary, is supported by 
Grand Jury presentments and by corporation and parliamentary grants, at an 
annual cost of about £400; and a mendicity institution for which the corporation 
finds a house, is supported by voluntary contributions and the produce of the 
labour of its inmates. There is also a savings' bank. The amount of Grand Jury 
cess levied on the rural district of the county of the town is about £1080 per 
annum. The religious foundations of this place were anciently very numerous, 
and of several there are still some remains. On the north side of the river are 
those of the Augustinian priory, of which the steeple is standing; it is more 
generally called the old abbey, from its remote antiquity, having, it is supposed, 
been founded by St. Patrick, who it is said baptized his converts at a well within 
its precincts, which, previously to its late enclosure, bore his name; the old 
abbey experienced many injuries from its Irish and Danish assailants, but was 
rebuilt and endowed by the English in 1226. On the road leading to Collon near 
the town, is a stone called Clough Patrick, or St. Patrick's stone, on which he 
prayed; in commemoration of which, the marks of his kneel and staff were 
chiselled in the stone, and are yet to be traced. The hospital of St. Mary was 



 

 42 

founded early in the 13th, century, for sick and infirm persons, by Ursus de 
Swemele, and was afterwards occupied by Crouched friars of the order of St. 
Augustine. The Priory of St. Lawrence, near the gate of that name, is said to 
have been founded by the mayor and burgesses. The Dominican abbey, founded 
In 1224, by Lucas de Netterville, Archbishop of Armagh, afterwards became a 
house of great celebrity; it was proposed as the seat of an intended university, 
and after the dissolution was a granted to Walter Dowdall and Edw. Becke. The 
Grey friary was founded in the 13th century, either by the family of D'Arcy or 
that of Plunket, and was, in 1518, reformed by the Observantine friars, and on 
its dissolution granted to Gerald Aylmer. The Augustine friary was founded in 
the reign of Edw. I., probably by the Brandon family; and there were two 
smaller foundations, known as the houses of St. James and St. Bennet. On the 
opposite side of the river was the priory or hospital of St. John, for Crouched 
friars; a cell to the priory of Kilmainham, supposed to have been founded by 
Walter de Lacy, a great part of the revenue of which was, after the dissolution, 
granted by Edw. VI. to James Sedgrave; and also the Carmelite friary, founded 
by the inhabitants, and which, with the houses of St. Mary, St. Lawrence, and 
the Augustinian friary, were, at the dissolution, given to the corporation. There 
was also a Franciscan monastery, of which the founder and history are not 
known. There are at present some remains of the old church of St. Mary, and of 
the Dominican abbey, in which was interred Patrick O'Scanlain, Archbishop of 
Armagh, in1270. The abbey was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, and its 
majestic remains consist of a square tower, in the battlement of which is a 
breach, said to have been made by Cromwell's cannon. It was enacted by the 
Irish parliament, in 1465 that a university, enjoying the same privilege and 
immunities as that of Oxford, should be established at this place, but the design 
was not carried into execution. The Archbishops of Armagh formerly had a 
palace in the town for their accommodation while attending their parliamentary 
duties. Diverse remains of earthworks, and traces of military operations, are still 
to be seen at several of the stations which were occupied by Cromwell during 
the parliamentary war. William of Drogheda, a writer on civil law in the 14th 
century, and James Miles, author of two works on religion and one on music, 
and who died a member of the Franciscan monastery at Naples, in 1639, were 
natives of this place. Drogheda gives the titles of Marquess, Earl, and Viscount, 
in the peerage of Ireland, to the family of Moore. 
 
 
DROMIN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 1½ mile (N.W.) from Dunleer, near the road from 
Drogheda to Dundalk; containing 855 inhabitants, of which number, 141 are in 
the village. According to the Ordnance survey, it comprises 2042¼ statute 
acres. Rathcoole House, the seat of E. Tisdall, Esq., is situated in a neat 
demesne. It is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and forms part of the union 
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of Collon: the tithes amount to £204. 9. 7., and the glebe comprises 9¾ acres. In 
the R.C. divisions it forms part of the union or district of Dunleer: the chapel 
adjoins the village. About 180 children are taught in a school under the 
patronage of the Rev. W. H. Forster, the incumbent, who pays the master £10 
per ann. Contiguous to the village are the remains of the old church, and a 
churchyard; and near the chapel is a large rath. 
 
 
DROMISKIN, a parish, in the barony and county of LOUTH, and province 
of LEINSTER, on the road from Drogheda to Dundalk; containing, with the 
post-town of Lurgan-green, 2621 inhabitants, of which number, 377 are in the 
village. According to the Ordnance survey it comprises 5312 statute acres, 
mostly of good quality and under an improved system of tillage; there is neither 
waste land nor bog. The principal seats are Dromisken House, the residence of 
the Brabazon family; the glebe-house, of the Rev. J. Smythe; and Miltown 
Grange, of Mrs. Fortescue. The living is a rectory and vicarage, recently 
separated from Darver, in the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage of the 
LordPrimate: the tithes amount to £573. 17. 7. The glebe-house was built in 
1766, at an expense of £993. 10. The glebe comprises 21 acres, valued at £63 
per annum. The church is a handsome structure, with a tower, rebuilt in 1823 by 
aid of a loan of £800 from the late Board of First Fruits. In the R.C. divisions 
the parish is part of the union or district of Darver; the chapel is a neat building, 
erected in 1823, at a cost of £800. About 400 children are educated in the 
parochial and another school; the former is aided by the incumbent. The castle 
of Miltown is a quadrangular building, defended at the angles by round towers, 
45 feet high, surmounted by tall graduated battlements. Near the summit of a 
rising ground, two or three furlongs distant, is an arched subterraneous vault, 
extending for a considerable length, and supposed to have been a secret entrance 
to the castle. About 30 yards from the church is the lower part of an ancient 
round tower, which is surmounted by a modern pointed roof and used for a 
belfry. 
 
 
DRUMCAR, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 1½ mile (N. by E.) from Dunleer, on the river Glyde, 
and near the high road from Dublin to Belfast; containing 1634 inhabitants. It 
comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 4041½ statute acres, of which, 
3712 are applotted under the tithe act, and 18½ are in the river Glyde. The soil 
is fertile and the lands, are mostly under tillage; the system of agriculture is in a 
highly improved state; there is neither waste land nor bog. Two streams, 
abounding with salmon and trout, unite at a bridge, and form what is thence 
called the river of Drumcar. Drumcar, the seat of J. McClintock, Esq., is an 
elegant mansion, beautifully situated in an extensive and richly wooded 
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demesne, commanding a fine view of the Carlingford and Mourne mountains 
and the sea; and at Annagasson is the residence of R. Thompson, Esq., 
pleasantly situated on the sea shore. Petty sessions are held every fortnight, near 
the seat of Drumcar. The parish is in the diocese of Armagh; the rectory is 
impropriate in the Lord-Primate, having been purchased by Primate Marsh, for 
the endowment of such clergyman as his lordship may appoint to it, and subject 
to the payment of £50 per annum to the perpetual curate of Moylary under 
certain provisions of the testator's will. The vicarage forms part of the union of 
Dunleer. The tithes amount to £343, of which £292 is payable to the lord-
primate and £51 to the vicar; the glebe comprises 11 acres. The ruins of the 
parish church form an interesting relic on the demesne of Mr. McClintock; the 
Protestant parishioners attend the church at Dunleer, and divine service is 
performed every Sunday evening by the curate in the school-room at Drumcar; 
the old churchyard is still used as a burial-ground. In the R. C. divisions the 
parish forms part of the union or district of Dysart: there is no regular chapel, 
but a house bas been given to the priest, in which he officiates. A school is 
supported by Mr. and Lady McClintock, who pay a master for teaching more 
than 100 children, and other expenses, amounting to £50 per annum. A school is 
also supported by Mr. Thompson, in which 40 children are instructed. A re-
ligious house appears to have existed here at a very early period. 
 
 
DRUMGOOLSTOWN, a village, in the parish of Stabannon, Barony of 
ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 4 miles (E.) from 
Ardee, on the road to Castle-Bellingham; containing 117 inhabitants. It consists 
of 20 houses and is a constabulary police station. 
 
 
DRUMSHALLON, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 4 miles (N.) from Drogheda, on the coast 
road to Dundalk; containing 1048 inhabitants. This parish was distinguished as 
the site of a monastery founded at Druimineascluinn, now Drumshallon, by St. 
Patrick, for Canons Regular, of which the abbot Tiarnach, who died in 876, and 
some of his successors were generally styled Bishops: in 969, being in the 
possession of the Danes, it was plundered by Muirceartagh, Prince of Oileach, 
and son of Donell, King of Ireland, on which occasion many of the Danish 
occupants were killed. The priory of the Holy Trinity, now Christ-Church, 
Dublin, had a cell of three canons at this place; but Albert, Archbishop of 
Armagh, desirous of reforming the state of religion, suppressed it, as preserving 
no regular order or discipline. The parish comprises, according to the Ordnance 
survey, 3585½ statute acres, including 372 acres in the detached townland of 
Labanstown on the sea coast, and 9¾ acres in Lough Kircock. Drumshallon is 
the residence of Gorges Henzill, Esq. The living is a rectory, in the diocese of 
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Armagh, partly appropriate to the Dean and Chapter of Christ-Church, Dublin, 
and partly forming part of the corps of the precentorship in that cathedral, 
annexed to which are lands here comprising 494a. 1r. 29p. statute measure, let 
on lease to Mr. Henzill, at a rent of £46.3. 1., with an annual renewal fine of 
£77. 10. 9¼: the tithes amount to £178. 17. 4½, wholly payable to the precentor. 
The Protestant parishioners attend divine service in the church of 
Ballymakenny, the incumbent of which is paid £10. 10. per annum by the 
appropriators, for performing the occasional duties of this parish. In the R.C. 
divisions the parish is partly in the union or district of Termonfechin, and partly 
in that of Moylary; the chapel is at Fieldstown. The parochial school is under 
the patronage of the Countess de Salis, and aided with £12. 12. per annum, from 
the appropriators; and there is a private school, in which are about 40 boys and 
20 girls. 
 
 
DUNANY, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 5 miles (E.N.E.) from Dunleer; containing 571 
inhabitants. This parish, which is situated on the eastern coast, contains, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 1661¾ statute acres, chiefly under tillage. 
Dunany House, the residence of Lady Bellingham, is surrounded by an exten-
sive and finely-planted demesne, and commands fine views of the sea and the 
Carlingford mountains. Dunany Point is distinguished at sea by the church, 
which stands on the summit of the rising ground: at the Point is a chief station 
of the coast-guard. The parish is in the diocese of Armagh; the vicarage was 
united in the 18th century to those of Parsonstown, Marlinstown, and 
Salterstown, and is in the patronage of the Marquess of Drogheda; the rectory is 
impropriate in Lady Bellingham. The tithes amount to £154. 0. 8. of which £90. 
16. 8½ is payable to the impropriator, and the remainder to the vicar; and the 
tithes of the entire benefice amount to £111. 18. 10½. The church, which is in 
excellent repair, was built in 1814, and the glebe about the same period, by aid 
of a gift of £400 and a load of £364 from the late Board of First Fruits; the glebe 
comprises 20 acres, valued at £27 per annum. In the R.C. divisions the parish 
forms part of the union or district of Dysart. About 20 children are educated in a 
private school. 
 
 

DUNDALK, a sea-port, borough, market and post-town, 
and parish, in the barony of UPPER DUNDALK, county 
of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 10¼ miles (S.) 
from Newry, and 40 miles (N. by W.) from Dublin, on the 
mail road to Belfast; containing 14,300 inhabitants, of 
which number, 10,078 are in the borough and liberties. 
The earliest historical notice of this place occurs in 1180, 
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when John de Courcey with 1000 men, marching against a prince of Argial who 
had destroyed one of his ships, was encountered by the native chiefs with a 
force of 7000 men, by whom he was defeated with the loss of 400 of his troops. 
The English power being soon afterwards firmly established, Dundalk with 
some other territories was granted to Bertram de Verdon, who founded here a 
priory for Crouched Friars of the Augustine order, which afterwards became an 
hospital; and in the reign of Hen. III, Lord John de Verdon founded a 
Franciscan friary in the town. In 1315, Edward Bruce took possession of the 
town and caused himself to be proclaimed King of Ireland. He maintained his 
assumed dignity here for nearly a whole year; but being attacked by John de 
Birmingham, his army was totally defeated and himself slain. Sometime after, 
O'Hanlon, an Irish chieftain, came with a large force to demand tribute from the 
inhabitants, by whom he was so vigorously repulsed that 200 of his men were 
left dead upon the field. In 1338, Theobald de Verdon obtained a grant of a 
market and fair for 15 days. Rich. II confirmed by charter all the privileges the 
inhabitants had previously enjoyed, and made the town a free borough; and 
Hen. IV. granted the bailiffs and commonalty certain customs, to surround their 
town with walls, which, from its exposed situation on the north of the English 
pale, were necessary for its protection. In 1558, the Lord-Deputy Sidney 
appointed an interview with the powerful chieftain Shane O'Nial, who at last 
agreed to come to him here on condition of being received as his "gossip;" The 
town was, in 1560, besieged by the O'Nials, but was so valiantly defended that 
they abandoned the design. A subsequent attempt was made with no better 
success; and in 1562, the Earl of Sussex, lord-deputy, sent some forces to the 
assistance of the townsmen, between whom and Shane O'Nial a mutual 
restitution of plunder took place. So great was the power of the native chieftains 
in 1596, that in a conference held at Faughart it was proposed by the English 
government to make this town the frontier of their dominions in Ireland; but all 
overtures for a pacification were rejected. On the breaking out of the war in 
1641, Roger Moore and Brian Mac Mahon posted themselves near this town, of 
which they held possession, with a force of 2500 men, and bade defiance to the 
Irish government; but Sir Henry Tichborne assaulted and, after an obstinate 
resistance, succeeded in gaining possession of the town. Col. Monk, who had 
been appointed governor, was, in 1649, compelled by Lord Inchiquin to 
surrender it to Cromwell. In the war of the revolution, some forces of Jas. II., 
which had been stationed in the town, abandoned it on the approach of 
William's army commanded by Duke Schomberg, who encamped his forces on 
some low marshy ground, about a mile to the north, where they suffered much 
from disease. James detached a party to seize the pass at Newry, which, on the 
first appearance of opposition, retired to Sligo. He soon after advanced at the 
head of the Irish army and drew up in order of battle, but just at the moment 
when an engagement was expected, drew off his troops and retired to Ardee. 
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The town is situated on the south side of the Castletown river, which suddenly 
expands as it opens into the bay of Dundalk; and consists of two principal 
streets, each about a mile in length, intersecting each other in the market-square, 
and of several smaller streets. The number of houses, in 1831, was 1851, of 
which many are well built. The streets are paved, and the town is watched and 
lighted with gas, under the provisions of an act of the 9th of Geo. IV., cap. 82, 
by which it was assessed, in 1836, to the amount of £696. 8. 11. The southern 
entrance has been greatly improved by the recent erection of some handsome 
houses. At the northern extremity is a bridge over the Castletown river, 
connecting it with a small suburb on  the opposite side. At the eastern extremity, 
near the bay, is a spacious cavalry barrack; and along the borders of the river are 
some lands called the town parks. A literary society has been established, and 
there are two subscription news-rooms, and a good assembly-room; a hunt is 
supported, and races are occasionally held on a course near the town. There is a 
very extensive distillery, employing about 100 men, consuming from 35,000 to 
40,000 barrels of grain, and producing more than 300,000 gallons of whiskey 
annually, which is mostly for home consumption and of superior quality; there 
are four tan yards, two salt-works, a large malting concern, and a very extensive 
iron foundry and forge. The chief trade is in agricultural produce, which is 
shipped in great quantities to Liverpool and other British ports; its foreign trade 
is not inconsiderable. The exports are grain of all kinds, flour, meal, malt, 
butter, cattle, sheep, pigs, barrelled provisions, linen, and flax; the imports are 
coal, bark, soap, oil, tallow, hemp, grocery, rock-salt, and iron from British 
ports, and timber, tallow, wine, and bark from foreign ports. Since the 
introduction of steam navigation great quantities of eggs and poultry have been 
exported. The amount of duties paid at the Custom-house, for 1835, was £3618. 
4. 10., and for 1836, £4514. 5. 10.; the excise duties paid for the district, in 
1835, amounted to £112,189. 18. 7½. Two steam-packets of the first class are 
constantly employed between this port and Liverpool; the passage on the 
average is made in 16 or 17 hours. The harbour is formed by the innermost 
recesses of the bay, which is seven miles across at its mouth from Dunany Point 
to Cooley Point, and extends nearly the same distance to the town. It is very 
safe, and the bay affords good anchorage in from four to eight fathoms of water. 
There are some good bathing-places along the shore, particularly at the village 
of Blackrock. Two mails from the north and south of Ireland pass daily through 
the town. The market is on Monday; and fairs are held on the Monday next but 
one before Ash-Wednesday, May 17th, the first Monday in July, the last Mon-
day in August, and the second Mondays in October and December; but the May 
fair is the only one of importance. At Soldiers' Point, about a mile and a half 
below the town, is a coast-guard station, the head of the district of Dundalk, and 
the residence of the inspecting commander; the district contains also the stations 
of Greenore, O'Meath, Cooley Point, Dunany Point, and Clogher Head. 
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Since the confirmation of its privileges by Rich. II., the town has received 
various charters from succeeding sovereigns; it is now governed by that of 
Chas. II under which the corporation consists of a bailiff, burgesses, and an 
indefinite number of freemen, assisted by a recorder, town-clerk, two town-
serjeants, and other officers. The bailiff, who is also a justice of the peace, is 
annually elected from the burgesses by a majority of that body, and with their 
consent may appoint a deputy to serve the office. The burgesses, as vacancies 
occur are chosen from the freemen, and the freemen are elected by the 
corporation; the recorder and town-clerk are chosen by the corporation, and the 
town-serjeants by the bailiff. The borough first returned members to parliament 
in 1374, and continued to send two to the Irish parliament till the Union, since 
which period it has returned one member to the Imperial parliament. The right 
of election, previously limited to the corporation, was by the 2nd of Wm. IV., 
cap. 88, vested in the resident freemen and £10 householders; the number of 
registered voters at the last general election was 376; the bailiff is the returning 
officer. A new boundary has been drawn round the town, comprising an area of 
445 statute acres, the limits of which are minutely described in the Appendix. 
The borough court of record, formerly held before the bailiff and recorder, has 
not issued any process since 1779, and may be regarded as extinct. Petty 
sessions are held before the bailiff daily, and by the county magistrates every 
Thursday. The guild-hall, which, together with nearly all the land on which the 
town is built, belongs to Lord Roden, is a neat edifice of brick, situated in the 
market square and containing an assembly-room, a news-room. offices for the 
savings' bank, an office for the sub-inspector of police, and other apartments for 
the transaction of municipal business and for holding public meetings. A chief 
constabulary police station has been established in the town, which is the 
residence of the sub-inspector for the county, and the head-quarters of the police 
force. The assizes for the county are held here, and the quarter sessions for the 
Dundalk division twice in the year. The court-house is a handsome modern 
edifice of hewn stone, with a very fine portico, after the model of that of the 
temple of Theseus at Athens; it is situated in the centre of the town, contains 
two spacious and well-arranged courts, with every requisite accommodation for 
the grand jury and public officers, and has a communication in the rear with the 
county gaol, which was erected in 1820, and is well adapted to the classification 
of prisoners, who are employed in breaking stones and working at their different 
trades; it contains a chapel, a school, and an hospital, and is kept under proper 
regulations; there is a treadmill, which distributes water to every part of the 
prison. 
 
The parish comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 6202 statute acres, of 
which 25¾ are part of Castletown river; the soil is fertile and the land in a good 
state of cultivation. To the west of the town is Dundalk House, the seat of the 
Earl of Roden, an ancient mansion situated in a well-cultivated and richly 
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planted demesne, comprising 214 Irish acres; his lordship has it in 
contemplation to erect a house in a more eligible situation immediately 
adjoining. Fair Hill, the handsome residence of Mrs. Foster, and Lisnawilly, of 
Mrs. Tipping, are also in the parish. The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of 
Armagh, episcopally united to the rectory and vicarage of Castletown, forming 
the union of Dundalk, in the patronage of the Lord-Primate and the Earl of 
Roden, who is impropriator of the rectory. The tithes amount to £527. 9. 10., 
payable to the impropriator, who allows the incumbent £16, in lieu of the 
vicarial tithes; the tithes of the union, payable to the incumbent, amount to 
£216. 6. 5¼. The glebe-house was built in 1773; the glebe comprises 19½ acres. 
The church is a spacious and, internally, elegant cruciform structure, with a 
double transept; it has been frequently enlarged and improved at a very 
considerable expense. In the R.C. divisions the parish is the head of a union or 
district, comprising the parishes of Dundalk, Castletown, and Kene; a handsome 
chapel of hewn granite is now in progress of erection in the town, and there is 
also a chapel near Killen, in the parish of Kene. There is a meeting-house for 
Presbyterians in connection with the Synod of Ulster, of the third class; also 
places of worship for Wesleyan and Primitive Methodists, and Independents. 
Nearly 600 children are educated in the public schools of the parish: of these, 
the principal are the endowed classical school, to which the sons of freemen are 
eligible on payment of £2. 2. per ann.; the Dundalk institution, under the 
patronage of the Incorporated Society, in which 30 boys are received on the 
foundation free of all expense, 50 boarders at £12 and 20 day scholars at £1. 10. 
per ann.; and all are instructed in this excellent institution in every branch of 
useful education, except the classics; and a school on Erasmus Smith's 
foundation, comprehending departments for infants, for general education, and 
for needlework. The building cost upwards of £1700, of which £150 was given 
by the trustees of E. Smith's charities, who also pay the master and mistress £30 
per annum each; the other expenses are defrayed by charity sermons and 
subscriptions. There are two others, of which one for girls is supported by Mrs. 
Tipping. There are also 15 private schools, affording instruction to about 500 
children. The Louth Infirmary, or County hospital, with which is connected a 
dispensary, was built by subscription in 1835, on ground given by the Earl of 
Roden at a nominal rent; it is a handsome structure, in the later English style, 
erected at an expense of £3000, and comprising three wards for male, and three 
for female patients, with hot and cold baths, convalescent galleries for patients 
(of whom it is capable of containing forty), and every accommodation for the 
officers and attendants; about 4000 patients receive advice and medicine 
annually. The Fever Hospital, a large building, formerly the charter school, is 
now a pin-factory, in which 300 children, selected from the two great schools 
for the poor, are beneficially employed; an hour each day is allotted for their 
instruction at the respective schools. A Ladies' Benevolent Society, for selling 
clothing to the poor at reduced prices, is supported by subscription; as are also 
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the Mendicity Association, the Destitute Sick Society, a Savings' Bank, an 
Association for Discountenancing Vice, and several other charitable institutions. 
There are some remains of the Franciscan friary on the east side of the town, 
consisting of the tower, a lofty square pile surmounted by a slender turret 
commanding an extensive prospect. After the dissolution it was granted by Hen. 
VIII. to James Brandon, at a rent of sixpence per annum, and a renewal fine of 
£9. 10. Of the religious establishment founded by Bertram de Verdon, there are 
no remains; its revenues were granted by Elizabeth to Henry Draycot, who had 
previously obtained a lease for 21 years. Near the town is a spring, arched over 
with ancient massive masonry, called the Lady Well, and much resorted to on 
the patron day, Sept. 29th. On the plains of Ballynahatna are the remains of a 
Druidical temple partly enclosed by a curving rampart, on the outside of which 
is part of a circle of upright stones; and on a rising ground near this place is a 
circular fort surrounded by a double fosse and rampart, supposed to have been 
thrown up by the earliest inhabitants of the country. Dundalk formerly gave the 
title of Baron to the family of Georges. 
 
 
DUNLEER, a post-town and parish (formerly a parliamentary borough), in 
the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 10 
miles (S.E.) from Dundalk, and 30 (N.) from Dublin, on the great north road to 
Belfast; containing 1603 inhabitants, of which number, 710 are in the town. 
This place appears to have been first brought into notice by its proprietor, Geo. 
Legge, Esq., ancestor of the Dartmouth family, to whom Chas. II, in 1671, 
granted a market and fairs; and on whose petition, for the greater 
encouragement of settlers, the same monarch, in 1678, incorporated the 
inhabitants by charter, vesting the government in a sovereign, 12 burgesses, and 
an indefinite number of freemen. The sovereign, who with his deputy was a 
justice of the peace and coroner for the borough, was annually elected, subject 
to the approval of the lord of the manor, from the burgesses, who also filled up 
vacancies in their own body, and by a majority of whom the freemen were 
admitted by favour, and a recorder and town-clerk and all other corporate 
officers were appointed. The corporation returned two members to the Irish 
parliament till the Union, when the borough was disfranchised, and the £15,000 
awarded as compensation was paid in equal moieties to the Right Hon. John 
Foster, speaker of the Irish House of Commons, and to Henry Coddington, Esq. 
From the Union till the year 1811 a sovereign was regularly elected, but since 
that period no election has taken place, and the corporation is now virtually 
extinct. The town contains 130 houses indifferently built, and is the property of 
Rodolph de Salis, Esq. The market has been long discontinued, but fairs are 
held under the charter on July 5th, Dec. 11th, May 14th, and Sept. 19th, and other 
fairs toll-free on Jan. 6th, Feb. 1st, March 9th, April 1st, June 9th, Aug. 11th, and 
Nov. 1st. A chief constabulary police force is stationed in the town. The parish, 
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according to the Ordnance survey, comprises 2378¾ statute acres. The living is 
a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, united by act of council, in 1682, to the 
rectories of Dysart, Cappog, Monasterboyce, and Moylary, and to the vicarage 
of Drumcar, and in the patronage of the Crown. The tithes amount to £153. 12. 
3., and of the whole benefice to £741. 11. 7. The glebe-house was built by a gift 
of £100 and a loan of £1125 from the late Board of First Fruits; the glebe 
comprises 20¼ acres, of which 19¼ are subject to a rent of £3 per acre. The 
church has been recently enlarged and repaired, at an expense of £300 granted 
by the same Board. In the R.C. divisions the parish is the head of a union or 
district, comprising also the parishes of Cappog, Mosstown, Dromin, and 
Richardstown, and part of the parish of Kildemock; the chapel is a neat edifice, 
and there are chapels also at Dromin and Mosstown. About 50 children are 
taught in the parochial school, which is supported by the rector and curate; an 
infants' school is supported by subscription; and a handsome schoolhouse has 
been built in connection with the New Board of Education. There is also a 
private school, in which are about 80 children; and a dispensary. The horn of a 
large moose deer was found some years since near the town. 
 
 
DYSART, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 2 miles (E. by S.) from Dunleer, on the coast road from 
Drogheda to Dundalk; containing 699 inhabitants. The land is of superior 
quality and well cultivated: about two-thirds are in tillage, and there are about 
50 acres of bog. The village of Grange Bellew, consisting of about 25 houses, 
occupied by the labourers of Sir Patrick Bellew, Bart., has a neat appearance. 
There is a mill for grinding oatmeal, and another for dressing flax. Barmeath, 
the residence of Sir Patrick Bellew, stands in a richly wooded demesne, 
commanding extensive views. The old castle of John Bellew (one of the lords of 
the English pale) is incorporated in the present mansion; and in the demesne is 
Windmill Hill, on which is a circular tower forming a conspicuous landmark. 
The parish is in the diocese of Armagh, and is a rectory, forming part of the 
union of Dunleer: the tithes amount to £129. 19. 7½. In the R.C. divisions it is 
the head of a union or district, which also comprises the parishes of Clonmore, 
Port, Dunany, Salterstown, and Drumcar; and contains three chapels. That of 
Dysart is a handsome building, the site for which was presented by Sir Patrick 
Bellew, who also contributed towards its erection. A school of about 160 chil-
dren is aided by Sir Patrick, who also contributed largely towards the erection of 
the schoolhouse. Some vestiges of the ancient church still remain in the burial 
ground. 
 
 
FAUGHART or FAUGHER, a parish, in the barony of UPPER 
DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1½ mile (N.N.E.) 
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from Dundalk, on the road, through Forkhill, to Armagh; containing 1640 
inhabitants. This place, which is also called Foghard, probably takes its name 
from a very ancient fort of singular construction, which occupies an elevated 
situation in the neighbourhood. In 638 St. Monenna founded a nunnery here for 
150 sisters, over whom she presided for some years, but subsequently resigned 
her charge to Orbila and Servila, and erected a convent for herself at Kilslieve, 
in the county of Armagh. A monastery for Canons Regular was also founded at 
an early period and dedicated to St. Bridget; but there are no remains of either 
of the buildings, and the only vestiges are two small pillars or crosses, called 
respectively the stone and pillar of St. Bridget, one having the figure of a horse-
shoe sculptured in high relief, and the other a square pillar raised on two circular 
steps. The ancient fort of Faughart consists of an artificial mount 60 feet high, 
surrounded by a deep trench with a counterscarp; the whole area of the summit 
is circumscribed by the foundations of an octagonal building, but whether a 
tower or only a parapet is uncertain. It is situated near the ancient frontier of the 
English pale, and in 1596, the Archbishop of Cashel and the Earl of Ormonde, 
on the part of the English government, held a conference here with the Irish 
chieftains O'Nial and McDonnel, to negotiate a treaty of peace, which was 
rejected by the latter. During the insurrection of the Earl of Tyrone, Lord Mount 
joy frequently encamped at this place and in the neighbourhood, and in 1600 
remained here from the 15th of October till the 9th of November, while the Earl 
held the pass of Moira, about a mile distant. The parish comprises, according to 
the Ordnance survey, 2480½ statute acres, three fourths of which are arable and 
the remainder pasture; there is neither waste land nor bog; the soil is fertile and 
the system of agriculture improved. Limestone of good quality abounds, and 
there are several limekilns. The principal gentlemen's seats are Faughart House, 
the residence of Neale McNeale, Esq., pleasantly situated in a well-planted 
demesne; Fort Hill, of the Rev. G. Tinley, beautifully situated on an eminence 
commanding a fine view of the town and bay of Dundalk, and having in the 
demesne a Danish fort, from which it takes its name; and Mount Bayly, the 
residence of D. Courtenay, Esq. A constabulary police force has been 
established here. The living is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and in the 
patronage of the Lord-Primate: the tithes amount to £250: there is neither glebe-
house nor glebe. The church, a very neat modern edifice, was erected by aid of a 
gift of £800 and a loan of £800 from the late Board of First Fruits, in 1815; it is 
situated on the townland of Kilcurry, which is a detached portion of the parish 
of Ballymascanlon. In the R.C. divisions this is the head of the union or district 
of Faughart and Jonesborough, comprising those parishes and part of 
Ballymascanlon, and containing two chapels, one in this parish and one in 
Jonesborough; the former is on the townland of Kilcurry. About 80 children are 
taught in the parochial school which is aided by the rector; and a school is held 
in the R.C. chapel. There are some remains of the ancient church of Urney, and 
also of the old castle of Dungooley, on the townland of that name; the latter is 
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said to have been one of the seats of the Earl of Tyrone. St. Bridget is said to 
have been born in this parish. 
 
 
GERNONSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, 
and province of LEINSTER, on the river Glyde and on the road from Drogheda 
to Dundalk; the population, including that of the post-town of Castle-Bel-
lingham, is returned with the parish of Kilsaran. This parish, which for all civil 
purposes is considered a part of Kilsaran, comprises, according to the Ordnance 
survey, 1302 statute acres, of which 17 are in the river Glyde; the soil is 
principally clay, with some loam and gravel; the system of agriculture is greatly 
improved, and the land generally in a good state of cultivation. It is a rectory, in 
the diocese of Armagh, and part of the union of Kilsaran; the tithes amount to 
£146.15.4. The church of the union is in this parish, and is situated close to the 
town of Castle-Bellingham. In the R.C. divisions it is part of the union or 
district of Kilsaran. 
 
 
GREENMOUNT or DROMKEATH, a village, in the parish of 
KILSARAN, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1 mile (S.) from 
Castle-Bellingham, on the road from Drogheda to Dundalk; containing 44 
houses and 243 inhabitants. Here is an extensive camp, consisting of a high 
mound with a hollow area at the top, and partly encompassed by a single trench. 
At one extremity is a tumulus, on the side of which is an embanked area with a 
circular end, in which local tradition states that the first parliament ever 
assembled in Ireland was held. 
 
 
HAGGARDSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of UPPER DUNDALK, 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2 miles (S.) from Dundalk, on 
the road from Dublin to Belfast; containing, with the village of Blackrock. 1011 
inhabitants. This parish comprises 1400¼ statute acres, according to the 
Ordnance survey, nearly the whole of which is very excellent land and under 
tillage. It is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, entirely impropriate in T. 
Fortescue, Esq.: the tithes amount to £178. 16. 3½. There is neither church, 
glebe-house, nor glebe. In the R.C. divisions it is the head of a union or district, 
also called Kilcurley, which comprises the parishes of Haggardstown, Heyns-
town, Ballybarrack, Philipstown, Dunbin, and part of Baronstown: a handsome 
chapel was erected here in 1833, and there is another at Baronstown. Here is a 
school of about 150 children; and there are some remains of the old church and 
also of an ancient castle. 
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HEYNSTOWN or HAINSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of UPPER 
DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (S.) 
from Dundalk, on the road to Ardee; containing 442 inhabitants. This parish 
comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 1980½ statute acres, which are 
chiefly under tillage. It is well planted, and the scenery is highly picturesque; 
there is an abundance of good building stone. Prospect, the seat of W. H. 
Richardson, Esq., commands a very extensive view; and Clermont Park, that of 
T. Fortescue, Esq., stands in a handsome and well wooded demesne, comprising 
about 600 statute acres. The living is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and in 
the patronage of the Lord-Primate: the tithes amount to £350; there is neither 
glebe-house nor glebe. The church is a plain modern structure, near which are 
some remains of an ancient round tower. In the R.C. divisions the parish forms 
part of the union or district of Haggardstown, at which place is the chapel. Here 
are the ruins of Dunmahon castle, consisting of a quadrangular pile, with 
circular towers of dissimilar sizes at the angles. 
 
 
INNISKEEN or ENNISKEEN, a parish, partly in the baronies of LOUTH 
and UPPER DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, but 
chiefly in the barony of FARNEY, county of MONAGHAN, and province of 
ULSTER, 4 miles (N.) from Louth, on the road to Castle-Blayney; containing 
3698 inhabitants. According to the Ordnance survey it comprises 6192¾ statute 
acres, of which 86¼ are in the barony of Louth, 1116½ in Upper Dundalk, and 
4990 in Farney; 5534 acres are applotted under the tithe act. Here is a 
constabulary police station. The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese 
of Clogher, and in the patronage of the Bishop: the tithes amount to £447. 13. 
10¼. The glebe-house was erected by aid of a loan of £675 from the late Board 
of First Fruits, in 1821. The church is a neat plain structure with an ancient 
burial-ground, in which is a vault bearing the date 1672, built by Col. Mac 
Mahon, a descendant of the corbes of Clones: the belfry is one of the ancient 
round towers. In the R.C. divisions the parish is the head of a union or district, 
including also part of Donaghmoyne, and containing a neat chapel here and one 
at Drumcatton, erected on land given by F. Evans, Esq., of Mountjoy-square, 
Dublin, who also gave a site adjacent for a school-house. The parochial school, 
which is a good stone building, was erected at an expense of £200 by 
subscription and a grant from the Lord-Lieutenant's fund. Here are also two 
Sunday schools. St. Dagens is said to have founded an abbey or bishoprick here 
in the beginning of the sixth century, which is not mentioned later than the 
eleventh century, although some remains of it still exist. Here is an extensive 
Danish fort. 
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KENE or CAINE [KANE], also called INISKIN, a parish, in the barony of 
UPPER DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 3 miles 
(N.N.W.) from Dundalk, on the road from that place to Crossmeglan; con-
taining 373 inhabitants. It comprises 749½ acres, and in it is Falmore Hall, the 
residence of Mrs. Eastwood. At Killen are some large limestone quarries and 
kilns. It is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and is partly appropriate to the 
see and partly one of the four parishes which constitute the union of 
Baronstown: the tithes amount to £72. 15. 7. In the R.C. divisions it forms part 
of the union or district of Dundalk, and has a chapel at Killen. There is a private 
school, in which about 70 children are educated. At Killen hill and in its vicinity 
formerly existed some druidical remains; and about a quarter of a mile from 
them is a mount with two successive slopes and terraces, surmounted by the 
ruins of a building shaped like the hull of an ancient ship.  
 
 
KILDEMOCK or KILDERNOCK, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1 mile (S.S.E.) from Ardee, on 
the road from that place to Drogheda; containing 996 inhabitants. According to 
the Ordnance survey it comprises 3246 statute acres, of which 2754 are 
applotted under the tithe act. The land is principally under tillage, with no waste 
or bog; there is a good limestone quarry. Drakestown is the seat of N. Manning, 
Esq. There is a constabulary police station at that place. The parish is in the 
diocese of Armagh, and is a rectory, forming part of the union of Ardee: the 
tithes amount to £200. The glebe-house of the union, built in 1781, at an 
expense of £1010. 1. 6., is situated here; the glebe comprises 40 acres, valued at 
£120 per annum. In the R.C. divisions it forms part of the union or district of 
Ardee, and has a handsome chapel at Drakestown. About 360 children are 
educated in two public schools, one of which is supported by the rector. The old 
church is in ruins. 
 
 
KILLANEY, a parish, partly in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, 
and province of LEINSTER, but chiefly in the barony of FARNEY, county of 
MONAGHAN, and province of ULSTER, 2 miles (E. by S.) from 
Carrickmacross, on the road from Carrick to Dundalk; containing 4823 
inhabitants, of which number 1424 are in Louth. The rivers Glyde and 
Ballymackney flow through this parish; and the Earl of Essex had an interview, 
in 1599, at Essexford, with O'Nial, Earl of Tyrone. It comprises, according to 
the Ordnance survey (including 167¾ acres in the detached townland of 
Essexford, and 106¼ under water), 7127¼ statute acres, of which 1939¼ are in 
Louth, and 5188 in Monaghan; 5870 acres are applotted under the tithe act, and 
chiefly in tillage, and 500 acres consist of bog. The principal seats are 
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Moynalty, the residence of T. Mc Evoy Gartland, Esq., and Ballymackney 
House, of W. Daniel, Esq. The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of 
Clogher, and in the patronage of the Bishop; the tithes amount to £461. 10. 9¼. 
The church is a small ancient structure. There is a glebe-house, with a glebe of 
90 acres. In the R.C. divisions this parish is partly in the union or district of 
Carrickmacross, and partly the head of a district, comprising also three or four 
townlands in the parish of Louth; it contains two chapels, one at Corcreagh, 
belonging to the Carrickmacross district, and the other in the village of 
Killaney. About 270 children are educated in five private schools, and there is a 
Sunday school. Here are the ruins of an ancient church, and of a fortification on 
a conical hill, called Mount Killaney. 
 
 
KILLINCOOLE, a parish, in the barony and county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 4 miles (S.E.) from Lurgan-Green, on the road from 
Ardee to Dundalk; containing 770 inhabitants. According to the Ordnance 
survey it comprises 1397¼ statute acres, without any waste land or bog. It is 
mostly under tillage, and the soil is good and well cultivated. Here is a flax and 
an oatmeal mill. Stone is quarried for building, and repairing the roads. The 
principal seats are Fair Valley, the residence of Mervyn Pratt, Esq.; Killincoole 
Castle, the property of M. Fortescue, Esq.; and the glebe-house, of the Rev. J. 
Wright. The living is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage 
of the Lord-Primate; the tithes amount to £241. 18. 3. The church is a neat plain 
building, erected about 1805 by aid of a loan of £500 from the late Board of 
First Fruits, and has lately been repaired by a grant of £126 from the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. The glebe-house is a handsome residence on a 
glebe of 15 acres. In the R.C. divisions this parish forms part of the union or 
district of Darver and Dromiskin. About 14 children are educated in a public 
school, which is supported by the rector, and about 70 in a private school. The 
ancient castle of Killincoole is a square building with circular towers at the 
angles, and has a cave under its eastern side, which is supposed to lead to a 
well. 
 
 
KILSARAN or KILSORRAN, a parish in the barony of ARDEE, county 
of Louth, and province of Leinster, on the mail coach road from Dublin to 
Belfast; containing, with the parish of Gernonstown and the post-town of 
Castle-Bellingham, 3254 inhabitants. A commandery of Knights Templars was 
founded here in the 12th century by Matilda de Lacy, which was granted, in the 
reign of Edw. II., to the Knights Hospitallers. In 1483, Keating, prior of 
Kilmainham, appointed Marmaduke Lomley preceptor, but some time after 
threw him into prison, where he died of a broken heart. According to the 
Ordnance survey the parish comprises 3393½ statute acres, of which 8127 are 
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applotted under the tithe act and valued at £3732 per ann. The land is of 
superior quality, and is chiefly under a good system of tillage; there is neither 
waste nor bog. The surrounding scenery is pleasingly diversified, and the 
neighbourhood is embel1ished with several handsome seats, among which are 
Milestown, the residence of J. Woolsey, Esq.; Greenmount, of T. Macan, Esq.; 
Maine, of B. B. Stafford, Esq.; and Kilsaran, of M. Chester, Esq. The living is a 
rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, united by statute of the 9th of Anne, cap. 12, 
to the rectory of Gernonstown, and in the patronage of J. McClintock, Esq.: the 
tithes of this parish amount to £359. 1. 6.; and the value of the union, including 
tithes and glebe, is £544. 16. 10. The glebe-house was built about 70 years since 
by Mrs. Spencer; the glebe comprises 19½ acres of profitable land, valued at 
£39 per ann. The church of the union is at Castle-Bellingham. In the R.C. 
divisions this is the head of a union or district, comprising the parishes of 
Kilsaran, Gernonstown, and Stabannon, and containing chapels at Kilsaran and 
Stabannon, of which the former is a large building adjoining the ruins of the 
ancient church. The parochial school is aided by an annual donation of £10 from 
the rector; adjoining the R.C. chapel is a national school; and there are also a 
female and an infants' school, supported by subscriptions: about 320 children 
are educated in these schools. 
 
 
LOUTH (parish of), a post-town and parish, partly in the baronies of ARDEE 
and UPPER DUNDALK, but chiefly in the barony of LOUTH, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 5½ miles (W.) from Dundalk, on the 
road to Kingscourt, and 39½ (N. by W.) from Dublin; containing 9721 
inhabitants, of which number, 613 are in the town. This place, called anciently 
Knockfergus, and also Cluain-Caoin, was celebrated for an abbey founded here 
by St. Patrick, over which he placed St. Mocteus or Mochtalugh, a Briton, who 
died at a very advanced age in 534. The monastery became a very extensive seat 
of learning under the superintendence of St. Mocteus and his successors; and it 
is said that 100 bishops and 300 presbyters, all eminent for learning and piety, 
were educated in this school. St. Dichull, who became abbot about the 
commencement of the 8th century, and several of his successors, were styled 
indifferently abbots or bishops; and the monastery continued to flourish till 880, 
when it was pillaged by the Danes, by whom the abbey was destroyed in 839 
and many of the brethren killed. In 968, while in the possession of the Danes, 
the abbey was plundered by Muirceartagh, son of Donell, King of Ireland, who 
slew many of these invaders; and in 1043, this place and the adjacent country 
were plundered by Andatus O'Ruairc, who was himself soon after slain. In 
1075, the town, with all its churches, was destroyed by fire; and in 1133 and 
1148 the abbey experienced a similar calamity, from which it never seems to 
have recovered. Donchad O'Kervaill, prince of Orgial, and Edan O'Coellaidhe, 
Bishop of Clogher, who had recently founded the abbey of Knock, jointly 
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erected a priory on its site for Canons Regular, which was subsequently made a 
sanctuary by Malachy, Archbishop of Armagh: the prior sat as a baron in 
parliament. The town was destroyed by fire in 1152, 1160, and 1166, when it 
was also plundered; and in 1242 a grand chapter of the order was held in the 
priory by the Archbishop of Armagh, at which were assembled all the abbots 
and priors of the Canons Regular in the kingdom; Edward Bruce and other 
leaders of the Scottish army were entertained here, in 1315, by the prior, who 
was afterwards pardoned by Edw. II. on payment of a fine of £40; and in 1488, 
the prior, who had been concerned in the insurrection of Lambert Simnel, 
received the king's pardon. John Wile, who had alienated a considerable portion 
of the revenues of the establishment, and who was prior at the time of the 
dissolution, voluntarily resigned his office into the king's hands and received a 
pension of £16. 13. 4., for the remainder of his life; and the priory, with all its 
revenues, was granted in the 33rd of Hen. VIII. to Oliver Plunkett, ancestor of 
the present proprietor. The town is situated on the river Glyde, and from a grant 
made by Hen. IV. to the "Bailiff and Commons of the Town of Loueth," 
releasing them from two parts of the chief rents during the minority of Lord 
D'Arcey, it appears to have had a municipal government prior to 1406. It 
contains 126 houses, and has a sub-post-office to Ardee, Carrickmacross, and 
Dundalk. There is a constabulary police station, and another at Glyde Farm, in 
the parish. Fairs are held every month in the village of Mullacrew, and petty 
sessions every Thursday in the town. 
 
The parish; according to the Ordnance survey, comprises 17,842¼ statute acres, 
of which 2081¼ are in the barony of Ardee, 1654½ in that of Upper Dundalk, 
and 14,107 in that of Louth. The land is of very good quality and principally 
under tillage, producing abundant crops; the system of agriculture is improved; 
there is very little bog, and not any waste land. The principal seats are 
Stephenstown, the residence of M. Fortescue, Esq., a handsome mansion in a 
highly improved demesne of 500 acres, well planted and watered by the river 
Fane, which here separates the parish from that of Killincoole; Glyde Farm, the 
property of T. Fortescue, Esq., at present in the occupation of G. Wade, Esq., a 
handsome residence in tastefully disposed grounds; and Corderry, of Faithful 
Fortescue, Esq. There is an extensive flour-mill at Channon Rock, and there are 
also two corn-mills at the southern extremity of the parish, near Killincoole. The 
living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage 
of the Crown for two presentations, and the Lord-Primate for one. The tithes 
amount to £1988. 1. 9.; the glebehouse was built in 1813, at an expense of 
£4940. 6. 1¾., and the glebe comprises 64¾ statute acres of cultivated land, 
valued at £147. 14. 2. The church is a plain structure, erected about 1807 and 
enlarged in 1828 by parochial assessment; it has a tower and spire, which are 
not yet completed, and has been recently repaired by a grant of £242 from the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. The R.C. parish is co-extensive with that of the 
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Established Church; there are three chapels, situated at Louth, Knockbridge, and 
Stonetown; the two first are spacious edifices. About 500 children are taught in 
four public schools, of which the parochial school in the town, with an infants' 
school attached to it, is partly supported by the rector; one near Glyde Farm by 
the trustees of Erasmus Smith's charity, also aided by the rector; and one on the 
demesne of Stephenstown, supported by the rector and M. Fortescue, Esq. 
There are five private schools, in which are about 400 children; and a 
dispensary for the poor, who, when unable to attend, are visited at their own 
dwellings. At Ardpatrick, in this parish, a church was founded by St. Patrick, of 
which no part remains; and at Knock a monastery for Canons Regular, and 
dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, was founded in 1148, by Donchad 
O'Kervaill, prince of Orgial, and Edan Coellaidhe, Bishop of Clogher, who also 
founded the priory of Louth. Marian O'Gorman, who was abbot in 1167, 
composed a martyrology in the Irish language, which existed in the time of 
Colgan and was then in great esteem; the endowment was augmented by Hugh 
de Ardiz, in 1260, but was yet insufficient for the maintenance of its esta-
blishment. The abbot surrendered the monastery, with its revenues, in the 31st 
of Hen. VIII.; and Jas. I., in the 3rd of his reign, granted it to Sir John King, 
Knt., at the yearly rent of £16. 10. 4.; there are no remains. On the summit of a 
hill near this place is Mount Ash, a curious fort, supposed to be of Danish 
origin; it consists of an oval mount, the surface of which is depressed, and 
surrounded with a vallum, and around two-thirds of the circumference is a 
second vallum with a ditch. On the glebe land is Fairy Mount, an abrupt conical 
eminence surrounded by a high earthen vallum; and Castle-Ring, near the town, 
is of similar construction, but more elevated, and has a small stream 
surrounding it between the vallum and the counterscarp; on the summit are the 
foundations of a hexagonal mural fort. The remains of the ancient abbey of 
Louth, founded by St. Patrick, or rather of the priory subsequently erected on its 
site, are extensive but in a very dilapidated state; and the cemetery is still a 
favourite place of interment. Dr. Plunkett, the R.C. Archbishop of Armagh, who 
was executed in London for high treason, was for some time resident here. 
 
 
LURGAN-GREEN, a post-town, in the parish of DROMISKIN, barony and 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 3 miles (S.) from Dundalk, and 
37 (N.) from Dublin, on the mail road to Belfast; containing 41 houses and 224 
inhabitants. It is situated on the river Fane, and immediately adjoining the 
beautiful and extensive demesne of Clermont Park, the seat of Thos. Fortescue, 
Esq. A constabulary police force is stationed here, and fairs are held on July 
25th, and Nov. 11th. 
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MANFIELDSTOWN or MOUNTFIELDSTOWN, a parish, in the 
barony and county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (W.) 
from Castle-Bellingham, on the river Glyde; containing 1061 inhabitants, of 
which number, 182 are in the village. According to the Ordnance survey, it 
comprises 2417¾ statute acres, in general of excellent quality, and nearly all 
under tillage: there are about 50 acres of bog; the system of agriculture has 
much improved. The village, which is neat, consists of 28 houses. The living is 
a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, and in the patronage of the 
Lord-Primate: the tithes amount to £271.9. 8½.; and the gross revenue of the 
benefice, tithes and glebe inclusive, is £283. 9. 8½.; The glebe comprises two 
acres, on which some cabins have been built, forming part of the village. The 
church is a very ancient structure in good repair. There is a R.C. chapel, and a 
parochial school, in which about 40 boys and 10 girls are taught; the master 
receives £10 per annum from the incumbent. 
 
 
MAPASTOWN or MAPLESTOWN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (N.N.E.) from Ardee, 
on the road to Dundalk; containing 458 inhabitants. This parish, which is the 
estate of Charles Cobbe, Esq., of Newbridge, county of Dublin, is situated on 
the river Glyde, which is crossed by a bridge, and comprises, according to the 
Ordnance survey, 1446¼ statute acres of good arable and pasture land: the 
system of agriculture is rapidly improving. It is a vicarage, in the diocese of 
Armagh, forming part of the union of Charlestown or Philipstown; the rectory is 
impropriate in the Hon. Baron Foster. The tithes amount to £107. 19. 2., of 
which £9 13. is paid to the vicar, and the remainder to the impropriator. The 
church is in ruins. In the R.C. divisions it forms part of the union or district of 
Ardee. 
 
MARLlNSTOWN [MARLESTOWN], a parish, in the barony of FER-
RARD, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1½ mile. (S.E.) from 
Dunleer, on the coast road from Drogheda to Dundalk; containing 202 
inhabitants. It comprises, according to the Ordnance, survey, 758¾ statute acres, 
the greater portion of which is under tillage, and the remainder affords excellent 
pasture; the soil is fertile, the system of agriculture improved, and the lands are 
all in a state of profitable cultivation. The surrounding scenery is pleasingly 
varied; and in the parish is Rokeby Hall, the property of Sir Richard Robinson, 
Bart., now in the occupation of the Count de Salis, a spacious mansion, situated 
in a well-planted demesne commanding some very interesting views; the house 
contains a fine collection of paintings by some of the old masters. The parish is 
in the diocese of Armagh; it is a vicarage, forming part of the union of Dunany; 
the rectory is impropriate in -- Hall, Esq. The tithes amount to £70. 9. 11. of 
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which £40. 19. 2 is payable to the impropriator, and £29, 9. 11. to the vicar. 
About 60 children are taught in a private school. 
 
 
MAINE [MAYNE], a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 5¾ miles (N. E. by N.) from Drogheda; 
containing 360 inhabitants. It is situated on the eastern coast, and comprises, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 1060¾ statute acres of excellent land, 
principally under tillage; there is no bog. It is a rectory and vicarage, in the 
diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of Termonfechan: the tithes 
amount to:£90, and there is a glebe of 6 acres, valued at £9. 16. 10½. per 
annum. In the R.C. divisions it is part of the union or district of Clogher. About 
60 children are taught in a private school. The ruins of an ancient church exist 
here. 
 
 
MELLIFONT, a parish, partly in the barony of UPPER SLANE, county of 
MEATH, and partly in that of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and province of 
LEINSTER, 4 miles (N.) from Drogheda, near the road to Ardee, by way of 
Collon; containing, with the parish of Tullyallen, 3964 inhabitants. This place 
derived its chief celebrity from the foundation of a monastery in 1142, by 
Donough McCorvoill or Carrol, Prince of Uriel, for Cistercian monks sent over 
by St. Bernard from his abbey of Clairvaux, and of which Christian 
O'Conarchy, the first abbot, was, in 1150, consecrated Bishop of Lismore. In 
1157 a great synod, at which the Archbishop of Armagh, then apostolic legate, 
and many princes and bishops were present, was held here for the consecration 
of the church, on which occasion, among numerous munificent benefactors, 
Devorghal, wife of Tiernan O'Rourk, Prince of Breffny, who afterwards died 
here in seclusion, presented 60 oz. of gold, a chalice of the same metal for the 
high altar, and furniture for nine other altars in the church. The ample 
endowments of the abbey were confirmed by charter of Hen. II., and by King 
John, who augmented its possessions; and in 1347 and 1349, Edw. III. greatly 
extended its possessions and privileges; he granted to the abbot the power of life 
and death within his territories, and the liberty of acquiring a burgage holding in 
the town of Drogheda, for the residence of the abbots during the sittings of 
parliament and other great councils. In 1471 and 1472, parliament disannulled 
the grants, rent-charges, annuities, leases and alienations made by the late Abbot 
John. In 1540, Richard Conter, the last abbot, resigned the monastery into the 
King's hands and received a pension of £40 per ann. for life. After the 
dissolution, the monastery and its revenues, at that time valued at £315. 19., 
were, on account of the difficulty of defending these possessions against the 
incursions of the native Irish, granted to Sir Gerald Moore, who converted the 
abbey into a baronial residence and place of defence. Though situated so near 
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the border of the English pale, the place maintained itself in security against all 
the attacks of the Irish, till, in the war of 1641, it was besieged by a strong body 
of the insurgents, when the garrison, consisting only of 15 horse and 22 foot, 
made a vigorous defence, in which they killed 120 of the enemy, and on their 
ammunition being exhausted, forced their way through the besiegers and 
retreated to Drogheda in safety, with the exception of 11 men who were inter-
cepted and put to the sword. The castle was plundered by the insurgents, who, 
taking advantage of the absence of Lord Moore with his troop of 66 horsemen 
for the protection of Drogheda, desolated the place and put the servants to death. 
Mellifont continued for some time after to be the chief residence of the Moore 
family, till the Earl of Drogheda removed to Monastereven, now Moore abbey, 
in the county of Kildare, since which time this once magnificent pile of building 
has become a heap of ruins. 
 
The parish is situated in a beautiful small valley intersected by the Mattock 
rivulet, which flows into the Boyne; the land is fertile and in good cultivation. 
Near the ruins of the abbey is a large flour-mill, worked by water which flows 
under the ancient gateway, and turns four pairs of stones. It is an impropriate 
curacy, in the diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of Tullyallen; the 
rectory is impropriate in the Marquess of Drogheda, In the R.C. divisions it is 
also part of the union or district of Tullyallen. The ruins of the ancient abbey, 
for which this parish is chiefly celebrated, consist principally of the lofty 
gateway leading into the area of the abbey grounds, and a massive square tower 
carried up on one side to a considerable height, and forming a strong protection 
against the frequent assaults to which the place was exposed; it is connected 
with the rock by a wall, affording entrance only through a low circular archway. 
Within the area are the elegant remains of St. Bernard's chapel, the splendid 
doorway of which, a highly enriched and deeply receding pointed arch in the 
most elaborate style of Norman embellishment, has been removed. The interior 
of the chapel is plainly groined with arches springing from columns on the side 
walls with ornamented capitals, and lighted with an east window of two lights, 
enriched with delicate tracery, and with three windows of similar design on each 
side. The baptistry, an octagonal building of great beauty, has only four of the 
walls remaining, each resting on an arch of graceful form and richly moulded; 
the roof is wanting but within are the corbels on the walls from which the arches 
sprung for its support; above the roof of this building was a reservoir of water, 
from which every part of the monastery was supplied. There are also the 
foundations of a spacious quadrangular building, probably the cloisters; and 
near the summit of the hill is a large cemetery, with some remains of a church, 
apparently of a much later date; there are numerous fragments of richly 
sculptured pillars scattered over the site, and though these very interesting ruins 
afford but an imperfect idea of the original grandeur of this celebrated 
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monastery, they present in their details many of the richest specimens of 
architectural embellishment to be found in any part of the country. 
 
 
MILESTOWN, a village, in the parish of KILSARAN, barony of ARDEE, 
county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, ¼ of a mile (S.) from Castle-
Bellingham, on a mail road to Dublin; containing 23 houses and 108 
inhabitants. 
 
 
MONASTERBOICE, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (E.S.E.) from Collon, near the 
road from Drogheda to Dunleer; containing 705 inhabitants. This place is 
chiefly distinguished for the remains of the monastery from which it derived its 
name, founded by St. Bute or Boetius, the son of Bronagh, who died in 521; it 
was plundered in 968, and in 1097 was destroyed by fire. From this time it 
appears to have subsisted only for a few years; the last abbot of whom any 
notice occurs died in 1117. The parish comprises, according to the Ordnance 
survey, 2316½ statute acres, most of which is good land, and in a profitable 
state of cultivation. Monasterboice, the seat of W. Drummond Delap, Esq., who 
has a large estate here and is planting on an extensive scale, is undergoing great 
improvement, and a spacious mansion is now being erected by the proprietor. It 
is a rectory, in the diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of Dunleer; the 
tithes amount to £116. 12. The ruins of the monastery are of very interesting 
character: at a short distance from each other are the walls and gables of two 
churches or chapels, the architecture of which denotes very great antiquity; the 
windows are of freestone, but the rest of the building is of a slaty stone found in 
the surrounding hills. On the south side of the western church are two ancient 
and elaborately sculptured stone crosses, one 18 and the other 16 feet high; the 
larger, apparently formed of an entire stone, and called St. Boyne's Cross, has 
near its base some obliterated characters, supposed to be traces of the name 
Muredach, King of Ireland, who died in 534; the arms are enclosed within a 
circle, and the shaft and other parts are ornamented with figures sculptured in 
relief, which, though much defaced, appear to have represented scriptural 
subjects; on one side is the crucifixion, and on the other a figure of St. Patrick. 
Near the western extremity of this chapel are the remains of an ancient round 
tower, diminishing gradually in circumference from its base, which is 18 feet in 
diameter, to the summit which has an elevation of 110 feet; it is divided by 
circular projecting abutments, for the support of floors; the internal diameter is 
9 feet, and the doorway is about 6 feet from the ground. The surrounding 
cemetery is still used; in digging a grave were found three ancient Anglo-Saxon 
coins, two of the reign of Edmund and one of Athelstan. 
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MOSSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 2 miles (S.W.) from Dunleer, on the road to Collon; 
containing 1229 inhabitants. It comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 
3817¾ statute acres, chiefly in tillage, and under an improved system of 
agriculture. Rathescar, the seat of the Hon. Baron Foster (formerly belonging to 
a branch of the Barnewall family), is a spacious mansion, erected on the site of 
an ancient castle. The Baron has erected an excellent observatory, which being 
raised to a considerable height above the house, forms a conspicuous object at a 
distance, and commands extensive views: the gardens and hot-houses are of the 
first character; and the demesne, which comprises about 480 statute acres, is 
well planted, tastefully disposed, and embellished with a fine sheet of water. It 
is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of 
Collon: the tithes amount to £248. 14. 11., and there is a glebe of three acres, 
valued at £5. 9. 10. per annum. In the R.C. divisions it is part of the union or 
district of Dunleer, and has a chapel at Philipstown. The school at Philipstown 
is aided by an annual donation of £10 from the Hon. Baron Foster: in this and in 
a private school about 180 children are educated. 
 
 
MULLACREW, a village, in the parish, barony, and county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER,6½ miles (S.W.) from Dundalk, on the road from 
Ardee, by Louth, to Castle-Blayney; containing 124 houses and 596 inhabitants. 
It is much resorted to as one of the most extensive marts for wool in Ireland, 
and for its fairs for cattle and pigs, which are held on Feb. 2nd, March 25th, April 
4th, May 1st, June 17th, (which is the great wool fair), July 26th, Aug. 15th, Sept. 
8th, Oct. 18th, Nov. 16th, and Dec. 21st 
 
 
MOYLARY, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 1¾ mile (S. by W.) from Dunleer, on the road from 
Dublin to Dundalk; containing 1183 inhabitants. It comprises, according to the 
Ordnance survey, 3635¾ statute acres, chiefly under tillage: the soil is in 
general light; there is some marshy bog; and within the limits of the parish are 
several quarries of good building stone. Stone House, the residence of Michael 
Chester, Esq., is situated in a neat demesne. It is a rectory and perpetual cure, in 
the diocese of Armagh, the rectory forming part of the union of Dunleer; the 
perpetual cure, erected in 1818, is in the gift of the Incumbent. The tithes 
amount to £173. 3. 1.; and the stipend of the curate is £105. 7. 8½. per ann., of 
which £50 is payable by the rector of Drumcar, under certain stipulations in 
Primate Marsh's will, and the remainder by the incumbent of Moylary. The 
glebe, comprising 13¼ acres, is held by the curate, subject to a rent of £27. 13. 
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10. The glebe-house was built in 1820, at an expense of £507. 13. 10½., British, 
of which £450 Irish was a gift, and £50 a loan from the late Board of First 
Fruits. The church is a neat modern structure, altered and repaired in 1811 by a 
parochial assessment, amounting to £300 Irish. In the R.C. divisions the parish 
forms part of the union or district of Moylary, also called the district of 
Ballymakenny, comprising this parish and parts of Drumshallon and Ballyma-
kenny, and containing the chapels of Tenure in Moylary and Fieldstown in 
Drumshallon. Attached to the former is a school, in which, and in a private 
school, about 110 children are educated. 
 
 
NEWTOWN-DROGHEDA, a village, in the parish of TULLYALLEN, 
barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2 miles 
(N.E.) from Drogheda, near the road to Termonfechan; containing 24 houses 
and 126 inhabitants. It was formerly a chapelry belonging to the abbey of 
Mellifont, but is not now noticed in the ecclesiastical divisions: it is in a 
detached portion of the parish, near the river Boyne, and separated from the 
main body by the county of the town of Drogheda. Here is one of the three R.C. 
chapels belonging to the district of Tullyallen; and in the demesne of Newtown, 
immediately adjoining the village, are some vestiges of the ancient church. 
Newtown House, a handsome residence, is the seat of Fras. Donagh, Esq.; and 
Green Hills, that of Geo. Smith, Esq., is in the vicinity. In this part of the parish, 
and near the Boyne Obelisk, is a small picturesque valley, called "King 
William's Glen." 
 
 
PARSONSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 4 miles (S.E.) from Dunleer; containing 
257 inhabitants. It is situated on the eastern coast, and, according to the 
Ordnance survey, comprises 524 statute acres, some of which is good land, but 
the remainder consists of a cold tenacious clay. It is a vicarage, in the diocese of 
Armagh, constituting part of the union of Dunany; the rectory is impropriate in 
the Marquess of Drogheda: the tithes amount to £48. 12., of which £29. 7. is 
payable to the impropriator, and £19. 5. to the vicar. In the R.C. divisions it 
forms part of the union or district of Rathdrummin, or Clogher. 
 
 
PORT, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and province 
of LEINSTER, 4¾ miles (E.) from Dunleer, on the eastern coast; containing 
809 inhabitants, of which number, 193 are in the village. It comprises, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 1803½ statute acres of tolerably good land, 
principally in tillage. Within its limits is Seafield, the neat and pleasantly 
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situated residence of H. L. Brabazon, Esq. It is a vicarage, in the diocese of 
Armagh, forming part of the union of Rathdrummin: the rectory is impropriate 
in the Crown. The tithes amount to £145. 9. 4. the whole of which is received by 
the vicar, on his paying an annual quit-rent at the custom-house of Drogheda of 
£2. 19. 6., and there is a glebe of three acres, valued at £5 per annum. In the 
R.C. divisions it forms part of the union or district of Dysert. About 290 
children are educated in the national school at Boycetown; the school-house, a 
handsome and spacious building, was erected by subscription, to which Sir 
Patrick Bellew, Bart., liberally contributed. 
 
 
PHILIPSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 4 miles (N.) from Ardee, on the road to 
Carrickmacross, and on the river Glyde; containing 1659 inhabitants. This 
parish is bounded on the north-west by the county of Monaghan, and comprises, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 3660 statute acres, which, excepting a 
portion of bog, is good arable and pasture land: agriculture is improving, under 
the auspices of the neighbouring gentry, who are also endeavouring to introduce 
the improved system of breeding cattle. The mill of Louth stands at the north-
eastern extremity of the parish. The principal seats are Thomastown Castle, the 
residence of M. O'Reilly, Esq., in a well-wooded demesne of about 300 
plantation acres; and Rathnestin, of J. Henry, Esq. The living is a rectory, in the 
diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of Charlestown: the tithes amount 
to £271. 17.6., of which £234. 17. 6. is payable to the impropriator, and £37 to 
the vicar. In the R.C. divisions the parish is one of four, forming the union or 
district of Tallanstown; there is a large chapel at Reastown. About 70 children 
are educated in two public schools, of which the parochial school-house at 
Reastown was built and is supported by G. H. Macartney, Esq., and the 
incumbent, by the latter of whom also and Col. Filgate the other school is 
supported. There are also two private schools, in which are about 100 children. 
 
 
PHILIPSTOWN, an extra-parochial district, in the barony of FERRARD, 
county of LOUTH (though locally situated within the county of the town of 
Drogheda), and province of LEINSTER, 1½ mile (N.) from Drogheda, on the 
road to Dunleer; containing 70 inhabitants, and comprising 268¼ statute acres. 
 
 
PHILIPSTOWN-NUGENT, a parish, in the barony of UPPER 
DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2¾ miles (W. N. 
W.) from Dundalk, on the road to Castle-Blayney and on the river of 
Philipstown; containing 459 inhabitants. It comprises, according to the 



 

 67 

Ordnance survey, 1035¾ statute acres of land, chiefly in tillage. Here are the 
extensive flour-mills of Messrs. Keiran, fitted up in a superior manner; and at 
Hackball's Cross is a station of the constabulary police. It is a curacy, ill the 
diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of Baronstown; the rectory is 
appropriate to the dean and chapter of Christ-Church, Dublin. The tithes amount 
to £107. 13. 5. The glebe-house is a handsome residence surrounded by neatly 
planted grounds; and nearly adjoining it is the church of the union, which is 
noticed in the article on Baronstown. In the R.C. divisions also the parish is in 
the union or district of Baronstown. 
 
 
RATHCOR, a village, in the parish of CARLINGFORD, barony of LOWER 
DUNDALK, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 3½ miles (S.) 
from Carlingford, in the bay of Dundalk; containing 45 houses and 274 
inhabitants. 
 
 
RATHDRUMMIN, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 2 miles (S. E.) from Dunleer, on the road 
from Drogheda to Dundalk; containing 640 inhabitants. It comprises, according 
to the Ordnance survey, 1211a. 0r. 27p.: the land is good and almost entirely in 
tillage, and the state of agriculture is much improved. The living is a rectory, in 
the diocese of Armagh, united by act of council, in 1810, to the rectory of 
Carrickbaggot and vicarage of Port, and in the patronage of the Crown. The 
tithes amount to £82. 6. 3½.; and the gross value of the benefice, including the 
glebes, comprising 13 acres, and valued at £25 per ann., is £310. 4. 8. The 
glebe-house was erected in 1810, by aid of a gift of £369, and a loan of the 
same amount from the late Board of First Fruits. The church is a neat structure, 
rebuilt in 1814 at an expense of £461, being a loan from the same Board. In the 
R.C. divisions the parish is the head of a union or district, comprising also the 
parishes of Clogher, Mayne, and Parsons town, and containing the chapels of 
Walshstown, in the parish of Rathdrummin, and Hacketscross in Clogher. Near 
the church is a large rath attributed to the Danes, consisting of an elevated area, 
130 yards in circumference. 
 
 
RICHARDSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, 
and province of LEINSTER, 2¾ miles (E.) from Ardee, on the road to 
Annagasson; containing 537 inhabitants. This parish is bounded on the north by 
the river Dee, which separates it from the parish of Stabannon; and comprises, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 1089¾ statute acres, which are nearly 
divided in equal portions between pasture and tillage. The land is generally of 
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good quality, but those parts near the river are frequently overflowed; the 
system of agriculture is improving: the principal manure is lime, which is 
brought from Ardee, whence turf also is procured, there being no bog in the 
parish. The river is only partially navigable here. The obstructions in its bed are 
chiefly from eel weirs and a wall built across its old bed, at the bleach-green at 
Drumgoolstown. Richardstown Castle, the seat of J. H. Dawson, Esq., a 
structure of great strength and antiquity, has been partly modernised and 
embellished with new turrets by the proprietor, and converted into a handsome 
residence; it is situated in a highly improved demesne of 153 acres. The 
spinning and weaving of linen are carried on in some of the farmhouses. It is a 
vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of Stabannon; the 
rectory is impropriate in Viscount Ferrard. The tithes amount to £117. 17. 4., the 
whole of which is payable to the impropriator. In the R.C. divisions it is part of 
the union of Dunleer. There are some remains of an old chapel near the castle, 
in tolerable preservation, with a baptismal font, and a vase for holy water in the 
wall near the door. There is also a well, called Sunday well, formerly held in 
great veneration. 
 
 
ROACH or ROCHE, a parish, in the barony of UPPER DUNDALK, county 
of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 4 miles (W.) from Dundalk, near the 
road to Crossmaglen; containing 1426 inhabitants. Roche castle is supposed to 
have been originally erected in the reign of Hen. II. by the family of De Verdun, 
who were among the earliest of the English settlers in this part of Ireland. In the 
parliamentary war it was held for the king, but in 1649 it was taken and partly 
demolished by the forces of Cromwell. The castle is situated on a rock, to the 
shape of which the buildings were conformed so as to include its entire summit; 
the area enclosed by the ramparts is of an irregular semicircular form, and the 
front, which forms the chord of the segment, is 85 feet in length; at the opposite 
extremity are the ruins of a keep with a sallyport and circular towers, apparently 
the oldest portion of. the buildings. An extensive view of the surrounding 
country is obtained from the castle, which in itself forms one of the most 
striking features in the neighbourhood. The parish comprises, according to the 
Ordnance survey, 3305¼ statute acres of tolerably good land, mostly in tillage; 
it is bounded on the south by the river Creggan, or Castletown, and contains 
Roach, the former residence of Mr. Reilly; and Shortstones, the neat residence 
of Robt. Bailie, Esq. It is a curacy, in the diocese of Armagh, forming part of 
the union of Baronstown: the rectory is impropriate in John Pratt, Esq., to whom 
the tithes, amounting to £248. 11. 10., are entirely payable. In the R.C. divisions 
it forms part of the union or district of Dundalk. 
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SALTERSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of 
LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 4 miles (N.E.) from Dunleer; containing 
354 inhabitants, of which number, 93 are in the hamlet. It is situated on the bay 
of Dundalk, and comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 1047¾ statute 
acres, the greater part of which is excellent land. A lead and copper mine was 
formerly worked here. It is a vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, forming part 
of the union of Dunany; the lands are tithe-free, having formerly belonged to the 
abbey of Mellifont. In the R.C. divisions it is part of the district of Dysart and 
Clonmore. 
 
 
SHENLISH or SHANLESS [SHANLIS], a parish, in the barony of 
ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and province of LEINSTER, 1 mile (S.W.) from 
Ardee, on the road to Kells and Navan; containing 501 inhabitants. It is situated 
on the confines of the county of Meath, and comprises, according to the 
Ordnance survey, 2038¼ statute acres, of which 217 are under water; the land is 
in general of good quality, and chiefly under tillage. It is a vicarage, in the 
diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of Ardee: the rectory is 
impropriate in Viscount Ferrard, to whom the tithes, amounting to £82. 10., are 
entirely payable. In the R.C. divisions also it forms part of the union or district 
of Ardee. 
 
 
SMARMORE, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (S.S.W.) from Ardee, on the road to Slane; 
containing 444 inhabitants. This parish comprises 1596 statute acres, according 
to the Ordnance survey: the land is of first-rate quality, and about two-thirds are 
under tillage: there is no bog. Smarmore Castle, the seat of Geo. Taaffe, Esq., is 
in a demesne of about 520 statute acres, well planted and tastefully laid out; it is 
of some antiquity, but considerable additions have been made to it by the 
present proprietor; in the demesne are three Danish raths. The parish is in the 
diocese of Armagh, and is a vicarage, forming part of the union of Ardee: the 
rectory is impropriate in G. Taaffe, Esq., and the entire tithes have merged in 
the rental of the land. In the R.C. divisions it is part of the union of Ardee. 
 
 
STABANNON, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 3 miles (E.N.E.) from Ardee, on the road to Castle-
Bellingham, and on the river Dee; containing, with the villages of 
Drumgoolstown and Rootstown, 2221 inhabitants, of which number, 279 are in 
the village of Stabannon. According to the Ordnance survey, this parish com-
prises 4376¾ statute acres of land of the best quality, mostly under an improved 
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system of tillage. At Drumgoolstown is a bleach-green, conducted by Messrs. J. 
and R. Crawley. The only gentleman's seat is Charleville, belonging to Lieut.-
Col. Tisdall; it is pleasantly situated on the banks of the river Dee, and is one of 
the oldest houses in the county, having been built in 1640. The living is a 
vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, episcopally united from time immemorial to 
the vicarage of Richardstown, and in the patronage of the Vicars Choral of St. 
Patrick's cathedral, Dublin, to whom the rectory is appropriate; the tithes 
amount to £498. 10., of which £298. 10. is payable to the vicars choral, and 
£200 to the incumbent, who receives no part of the tithes of Richardstown. The 
glebe-house, within a very short distance of the church, was erected in 1818, at 
an expense of £738, British currency, of which half was a loan and half a gift 
from the late Board of First Fruits: the glebe comprises 20 acres of excellent 
land, of which 15 belong to the vicars choral, and five, valued at £12.10. per 
annum, to the incumbent. The church is a neat modern structure in good repair, 
built at an expense of £784 British currency, being a loan from the same Board. 
In the R.C. divisions the parish forms part of the union or district of Kilsaran: 
the chapel was partly erected in 1800, and enlarged in 1827. There are two 
private schools, in which about 130 children are taught. The ruins of Rootstown 
castle, on an eminence, afford abundant evidence of its ancient magnificence: it 
was a lofty quadrangular pile, strengthened by a rectangular projection at one 
corner. 
 
 
STICKILLEN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, and 
province of LEINSTER, 1 mile (E.) from Ardee, on the road to Annagasson and 
the sea coast; containing 294 inhabitants. It is bounded on the north by the river 
Dee, and comprises, according to the Ordnance survey, 1361¾ statute acres of 
excellent land, chiefly under tillage. It is a vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, 
forming part of the union of Ardee; the rectory is impropriate in Viscount 
Ferrard. The tithes amount to £116. 14. 6., of which £100 is payable to the 
impropriator, and the remainder to the vicar. In the R.C. divisions also it is part 
of the union or district of Ardee. The ancient burial-ground still exists. 
 
 
TALLANSTOWN, a parish, in the barony of ARDEE, county of LOUTH, 
and province of LEINSTER, 7 miles (W. S. W.) from Dundalk, on the road 
from Drogheda to Monaghan, and on the river Glyde; containing 1074 
inhabitants, of which number, 60 are in the village. The parish, according to the 
Ordnance survey, comprises 3210¼ statute acres: the soil is in general good, 
and agriculture has greatly advanced, the resident gentry and farmers having 
exerted themselves to introduce the improved system both in the cultivation of 
land and in the rearing of cattle. The principal seats are Lisreigny, that of W. 
Filgate, Esq., a handsome residence in an extensive and well-planted demesne, 
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and the grounds and hedge-rows are exceedingly well kept; Arthurstown, of T. 
W. Filgate, Esq., also a handsome residence; and Louth Hall, of Lord Louth, a 
spacious castellated mansion, in a demesne of about 250 acres, which are well 
planted; on this estate are 700 acres of the best land in Ireland, under tillage. It 
is a vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, forming part of the union of 
Charlestown or Philipstown; the rectory is impropriate in the Hon. J. Leslie 
Foster, third Baron of the Exchequer. The tithes amount to £260. 3. 8., of which 
£215. 13. 8. is payable to the impropriator, and £44.10. to the vicar. In the R.C. 
divisions the parish is the head of a union or district, comprising the parishes of 
Tallanstown, Charlestown, Philipstown, Clonkeen, and Clonkeehan, in which 
union are two chapels, one in Tallanstown, the other at Reastown in 
Philipstown. A school for female children was built by T. W. Filgate, Esq., in 
his demesne at Arthurstown, and is supported by Mrs. and Miss Filgate; there is 
also a school at Lisreigny: in these schools about 80 children are taught. 
 
 
TERMONFECHAN or TERFECHAN [TERMONFECKIN], a 
parish, in the barony of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, and province of 
LEINSTER, 3½ miles (N.E.) from Drogheda; containing 3393 inhabitants. This 
place is of very remote antiquity: the village, though at present comparatively 
insignificant, was formerly a town of considerable importance. A monastery 
was founded here in 665, of which nothing more is recorded than the death of 
one of its abbots in 935; and a convent for regular nuns was founded and 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin by M'Mahon, whose endowment of it was 
confirmed by a bull of Pope Celestin III., in 1195. The manor anciently 
belonged to the see of Armagh, and the Archbishops formerly resided here for 
three months of the year in a palace of which the remains till very recently 
formed an interesting feature in the village. Primate Dowdall was interred here 
in 1543, and the last of those prelates that resided in the palace was the 
celebrated Archbishop Ussher, who died in 1612. The parish, which is situated 
on the eastern coast, and bounded at its southern extremity by the river Boyne, 
which there discharges itself into the sea, comprises, according to the Ordnance 
survey, 6382 statute acres, of which about 300 acres, lying immediately along 
the sea shore, are unprofitable land, and the remainder principally under tillage 
and in a state of profitable cultivation. The system of agriculture is 
progressively improving. There are some good quarries, from which stone is 
procured for building and repairing the roads. The principal seats are Cartown, 
the residence of H. Chester, Esq., built in 1612; Newtown, of J. McClintock, 
Esq.; Black Hall, of G. Pentland, Esq.; Rath House, of Mrs. Brabazon; and Bal-
lydonell, of C. Brabazon, Esq. The village of Termonfechan, which has a penny 
post to Drogheda, was partly rebuilt and greatly improved by the late Mr. 
Brabazon, of Rath House; it now contains 89 houses, most of which are very 
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neatly built; a constabulary police force is stationed there, and petty sessions are 
held every Thursday. 
 
The living is a rectory and vicarage, in the diocese of Armagh, united from time 
immemorial to the rectories and vicarages of Clogher and Maine, and in the 
patronage of the Crown: the tithes amount to £432. The glebe-house was built in 
1814, at an expense of £1685 British, of which £100 was a gift, and £725 Irish 
currency a loan, from the late Board of First Fruits, and the remainder was 
defrayed by the then incumbent. The glebe comprises 21 acres, valued at £45. 
18. 2. per ann., of which 20 acres are subject to a rent of £1. 10. 4. per acre; and 
there is also a glebe of 6½ acres in the parish of Maine, valued at £9. 16. 10.: 
the gross value of the benefice, tithes and glebe included, is £675. 16. 10½. The 
church, to the repair of which the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have recently 
granted £152, is a neat plain edifice, partly rebuilt in 1792 at the expense of the 
parish. In the churchyard is a handsome stone cross, also a tombstone, dated 
1504, inscribed to the memory of Jolien De Pelacio, subdean of Armagh. In the 
R.C. divisions the parish is the head of a union or district, comprising also the 
parish of Beaulieu, and parts of the parishes of Ballymakenny and Drumshallon; 
there are two chapels, one in the village, and one at Sandpit, both small 
buildings. About 120 children are taught in two public schools, of which the 
parochial school is supported by the rector; and there are two private schools, in 
which are about 80 children. In a field at a short distance from the town is a 
massive square tower; there were also several small castles in the vicinity; about 
two miles from the town is a square tower, all that now remains of Glass-Pistol, 
a castle formerly belonging to Sir Anthony Brabazon, Bart. This place was the 
residence of Dr. Oliver Plunket, R.C. Archbishop of Armagh, who was executed 
for treason. 
 
 
TULLYALLEN or TULLOUGHALLEN, a parish, chiefly in the barony 
of FERRARD, county of LOUTH, but partly in that of UPPER SLANE, county 
of MEATH., and in the province of LEINSTER, 2½ miles (N.W.) from 
Drogheda, on the road to Ardee: the village contains 181 inhabitants; the 
population of the remainder of the parish is returned with Mellifont. The parish 
is situated on the river Boyne, by which it is bounded on the south and separated 
from the county of Drogheda; it comprises about 11,000 statute acres, of which, 
according to the Ordnance survey, 7344 are in the county of Louth, including a 
detached portion of 953 acres called Newtown-Stalaba [sic], and 84 in the 
tideway of the Boyne. The land is wholly under tillage, the soil fertile, and the 
system of agriculture improved. The scenery on the banks of the Boyne is 
pleasingly varied. On a rock rising abruptly from the river, about two miles 
from Drogheda, is a. stately obelisk of stone, commemorating the battle of the 
Boyne by inscriptions on the faces of the pedestal: it was erected by 
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subscription in the reign of Geo. II., and the first stone was laid by Lionel, Duke 
of Dorset, Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, in 1736. The principal seats are Townley 
Hall, the residence of B. Balfour, Esq., a handsome mansion of hewn stone, 
situated in a highly improved demesne of 500 acres, and containing a choice 
collection of paintings; Beaulieu, the earliest seat of the Plunkett family, who 
have been in possession of it at least since the period of the English invasion; 
Newtown, of F. Donagh, Esq.; and Green Hills, of St. George Smith, Esq. The 
village contains about 40 houses; the weaving of coarse linen is carried on for 
the Drogheda market, and a constabulary police force is stationed there. The 
living is a perpetual curacy, in the diocese of Armagh, comprising the parishes 
of Mellifont and Tullyallen, and in the patronage of the Marquess of Drogheda, 
in whom the rectory is impropriate: the stipend of the curate is £92. 6. 1¾., of 
which £36. 18. 5½. is paid by the impropriator, and £55.7. 8¼. by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners from Primate Boulter's augmentation fund. The 
glebe-house, towards which the late Board of First Fruits contributed a gift of 
£450 and a loan of £50, was built in 1816; the glebe comprises 10 acres, valued 
at £8. 6. 8. per annum. The church, towards the erection of which the same 
Board contributed a gift of £800, in 1817, is a neat edifice and has been recently 
repaired at an expense of £217, granted by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. In 
the R.C. divisions the parish is the head of a union or district, comprising also 
the parish of Mellifont; there are two chapels, one in the village, and one at 
Newtown Drogheda. About 300 children are taught in four public schools, of 
which one at Townley Hall is maintained by Mr. Balfour and another by the 
Misses Balfour. Near the obelisk is a picturesque valley called King William's 
Glen, in which that monarch encamped his forces, previously to his crossing the 
river and obtaining the victory of the Boyne. 
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